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Priest in Charge of the parish of Quendon and Rickling, Coordinating Chaplain Stansted 
Airport (2 days per week)
The Rev'd. Peter Allen, The Vicarage, 5, Meadowford, Newport, Saffron Walden, Essex,  CB11 3QL
Telephone: L: 01799 732059; M: 07878176551 Day off: Friday
Churchwardens - Quendon: Mrs Christine Osbourn 01799 543367

Mrs Maureen Hawkins
Rickling: TBA

Treasurer - Quendon and Rickling: Mrs Sandra Arnold 01799 543075

Rev Peter’s Letter for November

As I write, the conflict in the Middle East is less than two weeks on from when Hamas 
made their initial and deadly incursion into Israel, and there is a flurry of political 
activity that seeks to strike a balance between legitimate defence, the rules of war, and 
humanitarian support.  The shockwaves that this conflict is sending around the world 
are being felt in our own nation. and all of a sudden, the world seems to be in a very 
fragile place.  The conflict in Ukraine may have been knocked off the news headlines 
by the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. as have numerous other wars and conflicts many of 
which don’t make the headlines because their effect on us directly is minimal or not 
high enough priority to warrant being newsworthy.  In short, wars and rumours of wars 
continue to plague humankind and reflect something of our inherent flawed nature, of 
which war is just but one expression, albeit a truly tragic and indiscriminate 
expression indeed. 
Whilst we are some distance in miles from these conflicts and the immediate danger 
they pose, we are not immune to the consequences of them politically and 
emotionally.  We may find ourselves favouring a particular political position or just at 
a loss of what to make of it all, or find ourselves in some position somewhere in 
between.  We may find ourselves being stirred up emotionally in many different ways 
at the brutality of what has been reported and what we have heard and seen on our 
radios and TV screens.  We may long for justice, peace, and retribution and desire to 
change to the situation all at the same time.
November finds us marking the wars and conflicts our own nation has been involved 
in whether on Remembrance Sunday or Armistice Day itself.  We remember those who 
lost their lives and all whose lives continue to be affected by war and it maybe this 
year such remembering will add poignancy and sadness.
Whilst this current conflict may not be wholly religious based in its eruption, we may 
have a sense it does play a part, and for some this can confirm the danger of religion, 
in being divisive and destructive and therefore that the world would be better off 
without it altogether.  And yet, for many their only available response to this conflict at 
this time is to cry out to their God to intervene and bring justice and peace and to limit 
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November
Wednesday 1st Memorial Service Newport St Mary’s 6.30pm

A service of remembrance and thanksgiving for the lives of those who have died.
Sunday 5th

Newport 9.30am Shoebox service 
Widdington 11.15am Shoebox service in the village hall 

Sunday 12th Remembrance Sunday
Newport 10.50am Ceremony by the War Memorial including 2 minutes silence

Follow by a Remembrance Sunday Service in church 11.10am
Quendon 6.30pm Remembrance Service 

Sunday 19th
Newport 9.30am Communion

Widdington 11.15am Communion
Sunday 26th

Newport 9.30am Morning Worship
Rickling 11.15am Communion

Church Services in the Benefice

the bloodshed, especially of those innocent people who through birth and history find 
themselves caught up in it.
For those of us who do turn to God in prayer we might find we don’t have adequate 
words to express our emotions and feelings and all we can do is offer up an inner 
yearning to God.  In his letter to the Romans St Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit can 
take such prayers of yearning.
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
through wordless groans.  Romans 8:26
The book of Psalms is also a good place to go to for such times when we have 
questions, are confused, and may be wonder where God is.  Psalm 10 begins;
Why, LORD, do you stand far off?
Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?
It continues in a similar vein asking why questions about how the wicked can seem to 
prosper and asking God for justice to prevail.  There is no ultimate conclusion or 
answer to these questions, yet the addition of such Psalms in the Bible gives us 
permission, in all our confusion, anger, questioning, and more to share these thoughts 
and feelings with God. 
Wherever you are today in your response to what you see in the world, and however 
you manage that for yourself, I hope you find your way of helping you wrestle with 
such a situation as we see in Israel and Gaza at this time.  Whatever our reaction to 
this, may we turn our emotions towards good, whether that be in prayer or actions, 
knowing that all humanity and life is precious and that each of us has a responsibility 
towards each other irrespective of our race, religion, or creed.
Rev Peter
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Rickling/Quendon Community Café
Quendon & Rickling Village Hall,

Quendon CB11 3XQ

Fun Bingo

Wednesday 15th November
Coffee Morning
10.00-12.00am
Please contact:

Angie  01799 218061

December
Sunday 3rd

Widdington 11.15am Christingle
Newport 3.30pm Christingle Messy Church 

Sunday 10th
Newport 9.30am All Age

Quendon 11.15am Communion
Sunday 17th

Newport 6.30pm Carols and Readings
Widdington 3pm Carols and Readings

Quendon 4pm Carols and Readings

Christmas Eve
Widdington 3pm Crib Service

Newport 5pm Crib Service
Newport 11.15pm Midnight Communion

Christmas Day
Quendon 9am Christmas Communion
Newport 10am Christmas Celebration

Widdington 10am Christmas Communion
Sunday December 31st

No services in the benefice

Hadstock Silver Band

Newport Church

Sunday 10th December 

3pm

Contact Bill Scott for details 
and bookings

jill.scott.bill@uwclub.net
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Welcome Packs
The Parish Council provides a Welcome Pack 
of information for new residents to the 
Village.  If any newcomers to the village have 
not received a copy of the pack, do please let 
the Clerk know on the contact details below 
and a welcome pack will be provided.  If an e-
mail address is provided the pack can be sent 
digitally.
Allotments (part of the Quendon Hall 
Estate):
Peter Warwick, No.5 Thistley Crescent, Green 
Road, Rickling
Telephone: 01799 543526
Highway Problems 
The Essex Highways website is available for 
anyone noticing a problem to report it: http://
www.essexhighways.org/Report-a-
problem.aspx
A tracking facility for all reported faults is 
available.
Contact our Parish Council
Details of Parish Council meetings may be 
found on the village web-site https://
www.quendonandrickling.co.uk and on village 
notice boards.  All are welcome to attend.
The Parish Clerk is Keith Williams

Email: 
quendonandrickling.clerk@hotmail.com
Telephone: 01279 814473
Contact our District Councillors
Email: cllremanuel@uttlesford.gov.uk
Telephone: 01799 543487
Mobile Telephone: 07801 039550
Email: cllrhargreaves@uttlesford.gov.uk
Telephone: 01799 540411
Mobile Telephone: 0745 4687748
See also monthly report in every issue of The 
Link.
Contact our County Councillor
Cllr Raymond Gooding
Essex County Council
County Hall, Duke Street
Chelmsford, CM1 1LX
Email: cllr.ray.gooding@essex.gov.uk
Telephone: 01279 813103
Mobile Telephone: 07778 643759
Contact our Member of Parliament
Kemi Badenoch, MP
House of Commons,
London, SW1A 0AA 
Email:  kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk
Telephone: 0207 219 1943

Parish Information

Hello Villagers,
We’ve been hearing here the calming bubble-bubble of apple juice fermenting into 
cider: always a good indicator of autumn! That’s using up the excess juice pressed at 
Autumn Daze back at the end of September.
Even that balmy afternoon of apple-pressing, pumpkin-judging and good food, drink 
and fellowship seems a long time away and a different season now.  Some very large 
pumpkins were on show and congratulations to Oz for growing a massive pumpkin 
just tipping the scales at 50lb (22.62kg)!  Many thanks again to Sue Joannou, Phil 
Sowter and Katherine Nuthall for pulling the event together.
As the nights are drawing in one item the PC is looking at is improving the lighting 
along Cambridge Road for pedestrians.  As well as replacing a dodgy streetlight we’re 
investigating once more the feasibility of providing more light along the darker 
stretches. 

From the Parish Council Chair



6

Related to the same topic of changing seasons we have taken delivery of a large 
amount of road salt which will be distributed to the three yellow salt bins round the 
village - outside the pub, on Thistley Crescent and at Coney Acre.  This salt is for 
residents themselves to use to spread on the pavements to keep them safe in the very 
cold weather.
You may be aware that the results of the Call for Sites process (begun years ago by 
Uttlesford to feed into the new Local Plan) has reached a significant milestone.  The 
Regulation 18 stage of consultation on the chosen sites for development has been 
reached at the end of October.  All residents are consulted and may raise objections or 
support.
As of the time of writing I have no indication whether Quendon and Rickling has been 
chosen for development, but I am sure that there will be development recommended 
either in the village or in neighbouring, more sustainably located villages close by, 
which will have an effect as a minimum on the amount of activity on roads (and dog-
walking!) here.
It’s important to state though that even if not identified as a site which Uttlesford 
wishes to promote for development, large-scale development here may still happen 
eventually.  Not being identified as a recommended site does however mean that any 
development would need more persuasive evidence to proceed in future.
On the subject of dog-walking - there has been a noticeable increase in the amount of 
dog poo left on footpaths and the green whether bagged or not.  It’s revolting to come 
across it, seriously unhygienic.  The dog walker must pick it up and take it away!  
There are dog-poo bins around the village in prominent locations, but any black bin 
can also be used to dispose of bagged waste - but make sure it goes in the bin - don’t 
leave it close by in the hope it’ll be picked up - it won’t, and soon the bin environment 
gets intolerable!  The PC is looking again at provision of further bins in the village.
On a more pleasant note, Dell Pond (on the Green) and Brick Kiln Lane ponds are 
going to be partially cleared and dredged to provide more diverse habitats for wildlife 
and to improve their look.  This will be going ahead between now and December.
Maintenance - we have been let down by Highways who have not got the resources to 
resolve the issues with impassable footways along the B1383 this year.  The project 
has been investigated and Highways have finally accepted the scale of what’s needed 
is more than simply thinning the overgrowth along the road!  Gari Spearpoint still has 
the bit between his teeth and we will persist in getting this resolved.  It’s not going to 
go away!
Our next event is a Christmas lights switch-on on 1st December outside the pub.  Hot 
food and drink will be available, and carol-singing to live music is the plan, with the 
horse-drawn approach of Father Christmas!
I hope to see you there - meantime, keep warm and dry!
Tom Duncan
tddqrpc@gmail.com
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Sudan follow up
You will recall at the time immediately before the Coronation was held, that over a 
thousand evacuees arrived at Stansted Airport and a large and complex operation was 
coordinated by UDC as Port Authority and working with other councils, voluntary and 
statutory bodies, and the government.  The cost was significant and, on the spot, UDC 
and others funded whatever needed to be done.  Public attention then goes elsewhere, 
but work continued to obtain a refund from the government.  This takes significant 
work to collate everyone’s costs, submit the claim and have to do a little negotiation 
over some matters.  This month (October) UDC obtained a full payment of £637k of 
which £193k is being passed on to the other groups who stepped up in April. 
On a smaller scale there have been recent arrivals from Israel.  Stansted has the 
‘privilege’ of being the governments preferred airport for all emergency arrivals – a 
matter which has been raised with government that Uttlesford is a small local authority 
and that sharing arrivals of groups, often with complex requirements, to centres across 

Quendon & Rickling 100 Club
Congratulations to the October 2023 Winners
October  2023         
1st Prize       N White         £32
2nd Prize      M Atlee          £21
3rd Prize       A Bishop        £10      
Quendon & Rickling 100 Club generates a source of funds for the Village Hall and both our two 
churches, All Saints, Rickling and St Simon & St Jude, Quendon. 

District Councillors' Report
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the country as well as here, would be beneficial to all concerned. Unfortunately, there 
is always a next time.      
The draft Local Plan
As covered last time this will be going to ‘Regulation 18’ consultation in November, 
assuming it is agreed by full Council at the end of October.  The intended distribution 
of the 6076 houses not yet given permission is in the tables:

You will see that Quendon and Rickling is not being selected for any major 
development.  Sites being included at Dunmow, Takeley and Newport include ones 
previously refused at appeal by planning inspectors, on grounds of harm to landscape, 
heritage assets and the Countryside Protection Zone, a type of Greenbelt, around the 
airport.  The reality is there is no mitigation possible for these harms which the 
developers have not already attempted in the refused applications. 
For Newport, which will already have expanded by nearly 60% in less than 10 years, 
no new facilities, infrastructure or any benefits are included to offset the harms in the 
refusals, or to significantly mitigate for the extra burden on roads, particularly 
junctions, and everything else.  The consultation just shows the normal statutory 
payments towards education and health, which would be a requirement for any 
application and expansion of the schools are recommended.  
The Regulation 18 draft does not give options from which to choose – it is one option, 
as selected by the planning officers.  The underlying evidence base for site selections 
has not yet been published. But the Local Plan Working Group, the Scrutiny 
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Our contact details are:
cllremanuel@uttlesford.gov.uk
01799 543487 or 07801 039550

cllrhargreaves@uttlesford.gov.uk
01799540411 or 0785  467748

Other News from Uttlesford District Council
You can get email newsletters and alerts on a whole range of topics via Keep me posted – sign 
up and find out more at www.uttlesford.gov.uk/keepmeposted.

Committee and then Cabinet have been asked in turn to approve the draft plan without 
this information, which needs a great deal of reading and should have been available 
months ago.  It will however be released before the final full Council decision 
although likely too late to change anything.       
Neighbourhood Plan
In contrast, the Neighbourhood Plan is looking at not just those sites put forward by 
developers in the UDC Call for sites, but at others, and also ones discarded by UDC.  
We will be bringing forward at the same time as the Local Plan, a Neighbourhood Plan 
consultation for different options. These are to also fulfil the required housing number, 
but will include options which are much better for traffic and don’t all involve 
building on fields already refused at appeal.
The NhP will also have a shopping list of needs and facilities which can be used in 
negotiations with developers, and we can also submit this to the Local Plan 
consultation.  Something supported in the current NhP is the newly opened Multi Use 
Games Area (MUGA) at Newport Recreation ground. Funded with £100k from UDC 
originating from our investment income (see last article), and £70k from Newport PC. 
Master minded by Cllr Mike Hannant, who is also Chair of the Sports Committee.

Councillor Surgeries
These are in Dorringtons every Friday from 10.30 to 11.30.  If we must cancel these, 
we will post on the village facebooks.       
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www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

Before the 15th century, people attending a church service would stand or kneel. When 
benches or pews were introduced, they were sometimes decorated by skilled 

craftsmen. In particular, the top of the ends of some pews were carved 
with figures called finials or poppyheads.

The word poppyhead comes from Latin via Old French meaning the 
poop or figurehead of a ship. Poppyheads can be found in churches 
across the country and they are particularly prevalent in East Anglia. 
The Hundred Parishes has some fascinating examples.

The carved figures can represent almost anything. Some are of flowers 
or fruit or animals. Mythical creatures or demons were introduced to 

remind parishioners that if they led a sinful life they would 
go to hell. Saints and angels however meant that if you 
lived a good life you would go to heaven. 

You will also find carved creatures depicting saints. In St. 
Mary’s, Hatfield Broad Oak, 300-year-old poppyheads 
symbolize saints, with a lion for Mark, a bull for Luke and 
an eagle for John, while Matthew is represented by a 

‘divine man’. 

Ickleton’s parish church has some fine examples of medieval carved 
poppyheads. One shows St. Michael weighing souls of the dead and 
another features a dragon-like creature.

In Wendens Ambo parish church you will find a 
fearsome-looking beast which you may meet if 

your soul goes to hell!

Linton’s church has a wide range of subjects including scribes 
resting their books, one on the back of an angel 
and another on a dragon.

When you are out and about, I encourage you to seek out these 
wonderful examples of ancient craftmanship. Please let us know of 
others on either the feedback page on our website, 
www.hundredparishes.org.uk or share a photo with the Hundred 
Parishes Group on Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/

562396892237665 

Ken McDonald, Secretary

THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
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A new Line Dancing group is now up and running.  To have some fun turn up to St 
John’s Hall on Thursdays 1.30pm to 2.15pm, except for the 3rd Thursday of the month 
when the u3a have the monthly meeting.  £5 per lesson and suitable for all abilities.  If 
you need to know more contact Barbara - bafidell@gmail.com.  A new Rumikub 
(playing cards) group has also just started.  Please look online to find out all the details 
or ask at the next meeting.

An enthusiastic number of the Gardening Group visited the Tudor Garden at Cressing 
Temple in September.  They were given a short introduction to the history of the 
garden by the Head Gardener, Rebecca.  She explained how, in the Tudor period, a 
garden was required to be a source of medicinal products as well as a source of food.  
The current design is a faithful recreation due in part to surviving features and the 
plants used are ones that have been grown since the late Mediaeval and Tudor period.  
It is hoped that we can return there when the gardens are at their peak in May and 
June.  If we have enough people we will be able to enjoy a full guided tour with 
detailed explanations of the plants and their uses in the Tudor household.

The u3a movement itself has planted almost 10,000 trees as part of our u3a 
Anniversary Woodland.  The trees, although still small, are growing well, having 
survived the hottest and driest summer in S. Wales in modern history!

Our Speaker at the November 16th meeting will be Ray Clark, giving a witty and 
humorous talk entitled ‘ I Could Say Something Brilliant at Any Moment’.  He will 
tell us how his career started in commercial Radio in the U.K. and the U.S.A.

Eileen Quinn 

U3A email. Stanstedu3a@gmail.com 

07874-385541 www.u3asites.org.uk/stansted

Stansted Mountfitchet U3A

Quendon and Rickling Golf Society

Toot Hill Golf Club Friday September 29th, 2023

The wonderful autumn weather continued for fourteen of us who met up at Toot Hill 
Golf Club near Ongar on Friday September 29th.  We’ve visited the club several times 
over the years and although it has changed into a Pay and Play course with café, the 
course remains the same and was as entertaining as ever.  
We set ourselves up with the inevitable bacon rolls and coffee and made an early start 
out on the course in groups of three with Jane and Mervyn Waite as our backstop.  Our 
competition was a group one with two out of three scores to count on each hole but we 
also kept our individual scores to find ourselves a champion of the day.  
On return to the café a very tasty late lunch awaited us which was much appreciated 
after 18 holes.  It was good - the course is an enjoyable challenge, the sun shone, balls 
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Quendon Bowling Club News

Outdoor Bowling
Our outdoor bowling season has finished with a very good year for results.  We have 
been promoted in both the Northwest Essex and Steeple Bumpsted Leagues and 
finished a creditable mid table in our first season in the Herts and Essex Seniors 
league.
Work has been completed by the members over the past few weeks “putting the green 
to bed”.  This involves scarifying, grooming, hollow tining, spreading 5 tonnes of top 
dressing, fertilizing and overseeding.  Work will continue through the close season to 
maintain and repair the surrounds and ditches.
Social Members / Evenings
Our social evenings have started in earnest, they are on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the 
month, with cash bingo include on the 4th Fridays.  Doors open at 7.00pm and for the 
bingo eyes down 8.00am.  We were asked to introduce Saturday evenings so going 
forward into the new year there will be Grand Race Night on November 18th, Dec 
16th Xmas quiz night (there will be a craft fayre / bazaar / table top sale in the 
afternoon) December 22nd Christmas Eve Eve Party, January 20th Burns Night.  
Details will be on Facebook and the parish notice boards.
General
You don’t need to bowl to be a social member, but we are always looking for new and 
second hand bowlers.
Ray Hart

were lost, balls were found, a few balls disappeared into the lake, some got lost 
amongst the trees, long putts were sunk, short putts were missed - in short a very good 
game and plenty to chat and laugh about over a beer in the café.  
Jane announced the all important results and the team of Matthew Robinson, Tony 
Jones and Tony Knight were in first place with 86 points, clear of Mervyn, Jane and 
Nigel Ackerman with 82.  Our best playing individual was Tony Knight with 36 points 
with Mervyn Waite just behind scoring 35.  We had two holes where there were prizes 
for landing closest to the flag and those were won by Matthew and Mervyn.  
Congratulations to all our winners and thanks to Jane and Mervyn who organised the 
day. 
We shall meet again on Friday November 3rd for our annual game with Susie and 
Richard Hartley at Bishop’s Stortford Golf Club which is a perennial favourite.  If you 
would like to join us - we welcome golfers of all levels - please get in touch with me at 
pebbles4@btopenworld.com  
Brandon Chapman
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Quickling Village Pumpkin Growing Competition 

Well done and thank you to everyone who took part in this years pumpkin growing 
competition.  It was a tough year for growers, as confirmed by the experts on 
Gardeners World, and the display on the day looked fabulous!  We had entries of all 
shapes and sizes but the out right winner this year was a 
whopping 22.62kgs!

Congratulations Os Osbourne!  You are this years winner 
and get to take home the village cup.

In second place with a mighty 19.38kgs was Jo Kitcat, 
beating last years record of 18.04kgs.  Third was 
Katherine Nuthall with 16.89kgs and fourth was young 
Cameron Clarke with 9.10kgs

If you’re interested in taking part in next year’s Village 
Pumpkin Competition, please contact the parish council 
with your name & address. Seeds will be available from 
March/April 2024.
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 Quendon Estate & Maces Farms

Over the last month it has been all systems go on with drilling our 2024 autumn 
crops.  This has been helped by the dry and unusually 
warm weather in September and at the start of October.

As well as the drill working flat out, the team have been 
rolling land to lock in moisture and assist with mitigating 
weed germination after our sprayer applies pre-emergence 
treatments.

Our Sugar Beet crop has been lifted 
and hauled to British Sugar in Bury 

St Edmunds where it will be refined to be used in an array of 
products, including but not exhaustive to granulated and caster 
sugars, syrups, and pharmaceutical sugars.  For more 
information about British Sugar and the collaborative work with 
British Farmers please follow this link: www.britishsugar.co.uk/ 

As part of our wider Estate operations, we have been planning 
this year’s woodland management programme which is set to 
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commence early November.  This will see various compartments across the Estate 
having thinning works undertaken to enable the continued 
promotion of healthy veteran trees and enhanced flora & 
fauna to establish in the woodland.  All planned works have 
been approved by the Forestry Commission and Natural 
England.  As part of this we remain committed to planting 
new trees to replenish new stocking areas.

The above woodland works will include some extraction of 
timber from Quendon Wood.  To mitigate haulage 

movements through Quendon village, extraction will be via farm tracks leading to 
main roads towards Newport and Elsenham.

Due to several woodland compartments being worked on across the Estate where 
public rights of way border or are close by, we kindly ask everyone to adhere to health 
& safety signage and be mindful of woodland harvest vehicle operations.  We kindly 
ask for all dogs to be kept under close control, preferably on a lead, as woodland 
harvest vehicles will be using farm tracks.

Thank you to those who registered for the community surgery on the 26th September.  
The next community surgery will be on Wednesday 8th November from 10am to 6pm 
at Maces Farms Office.  If you would like to attend, please feel free to register by 
emailing RTimmins@pegasi.co.uk

As many of you may are already aware, I will shortly be departing Pegasi and moving 
onto a new opportunity from mid-November and therefore will be saying goodbye to 
the Quendon Estate.  During my eight years of being involved with the Quendon 
Estate, it has been incredibly rewarding and enjoyable working with the local 
community and in more recent times being able to share more information about the 
farm and estate.  I would like to say thank you to everyone for allowing me to be part 
of your local community and for all your feedback over the years.  Moving forwards 
Mark and Beau will continue to do an excellent job managing Maces Farm whilst 
London colleagues will become more involved with the property assets.

I wish everyone the best for the future and thank you again.

Robert Timmins
Resident Agent & Company Surveyor
Tel: +44 (0) 207 245 4510
Mobile: +44 (0) 7468 012 350
Email: RTimmins@pegasi.co.uk
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Visiting the Museum
Our standard opening times are:
Wednesday -Saturday 10-5pm
Sundays & Bank Holiday 2-5pm
Closed Mondays (apart from bank holidays)
Tuesdays are reserved for pre-booked group visits by schools and other parties in term 
time. 
Next Exhibition
Evacuee:
A Wartime Childhood 
Sat 11 November -
Sunday 17 March 2024
The museum will exhibit the original artwork of artist and 
author Brian Sanders (pictured right with his original 
artwork and wartime themed books).
His career spans decades working on books, magazines, stamp and coin designs, 
editorial and advertising projects.
High profile work such as Mad Men and Stanley Kubrick, examples of which will 
feature in the exhibition.
Scenes of Saffron Walden and the district from his two books, Evacuee: A Wartime 
Childhood (2010) and Return of Evacuee: A Post-war Childhood (2016) will dominate 
the exhibition, accompanied by wartime items and photographs from the museum’s 
collections.
Visitors will be able to explore the second world war context and the lived experiences 
of evacuees who came to live in Saffron Walden and Uttlesford during that time, such 
as Sandy.
Sandy’s original artwork features well known places in the town including Bridge End 
Gardens, St. Mary’s Church, Bridge House, the 8 Bells pub and the Boys British 
School, as well as venues of the time which no longer exist or are much transformed 
such as the cinema and public baths, which many will remember.
The exhibition will also reflect on the experiences of those who have come to Saffron 
Walden and Uttlesford as modern-day refugees, as a result of ongoing conflicts around 
the world.
The exhibition will be accompanied by craft activity events and a Community Town 
Trail (self-guided tour map) capturing moments and places from around the town from 
the books.
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Museum Shop Sunday
Sunday 26 November 2023 1.45pm-4.30pm 
Museum Shop Sunday is an annual initiative run by the Association for Cultural 
Enterprises (ACE).
It highlights the vital role of retail in helping arts, cultural and heritage venues to 
survive and thrive.
On Sunday 26 November over 2,000 visitor attractions worldwide will be coming 
together to celebrate with special events and promotions in store and online.
For Museum Shop Sunday this year, we will be holding a Meet 
the Author event. Keep an eye on the museum website for more 
details.
Would you like to join our team?
To find out more contact the museum
website: www.saffronwaldenmuseum.org
email: museum@uttlesford.gov.uk
Phone: 01799 510333

News from Apopo and the HeroRATS

NEW HERORAT GRADUATES TO ANGOLA
The latest cohort of HeroRATs have completed mine detection training in Tanzania 
and are now beginning their careers in Angola! They have joined the existing team in 
Cuanza Sul province and will further increase productivity.  The APOPO mine action 
program in Angola has made a significant impact by clearing over 2 million square 
meters of land in 2022, benefiting over 13,790 people.
APOPO BEGINS OPERATIONS IN AZERBAIJAN
Following the 2020 Karabakh conflict, Azerbaijan faces a 
serious landmine problem.  APOPO is committed to 
aiding in the clearance efforts, deploying their innovative 
HeroRATs and HeroDOGs to make the land safe once 
again. The teams have achieved external accreditation by 
the local Mine Action authority ANAMA, and are now 
focused on surveying and clearing areas before winter sets in.
HERODOGS FIND 40 MINES IN TURKEY
The dedicated HeroDOGs team have made significant progress in Turkey, with Milo 
and Grau uncovering an astounding 40 anti-personnel landmines in just one day.  
These efforts have helped clear 593,129 square meters of land, making communities 
along the borders of Syria, Iraq, Iran, and Armenia safer.  As the end of the mission in 
Turkey draws near, the HeroDOGs are now gearing up for a new challenge.
Support APOPO HeroTREEs
The HeroTREEs project plays a proactive role in safeguarding our climate and planet.  



18

The Link is published on behalf of Quendon & Rickling Parochial Church Council, who do not 
necessarily share or endorse any opinions expressed by contributors or advertisers.  It is created, 
printed and delivered entirely by volunteers.  Advertising supports the maintenance of our 
church buildings and their grounds.
The Link is delivered free of charge to every household in the villages of Quendon and Rickling 
and is available online at: https://www.quendonandrickling.co.uk
All correspondence for The Link should be addressed to the editor, Sandra Arnold, by e-mail: 
sandra@arnold-q.uk, or at Talbots, Cambridge Road, Quendon, CB11 3XJ; otherwise telephone 
01799 543075
Please supply copy by the 19th of the preceding month.

By planting trees it offsets the world's carbon footprint and give back to communities 
in the process.
The Uluguru Mountain Forest in Tanzania is known for its 
unique biodiversity and is one of the top priorities for 
biodiversity conservation in Africa.  APOPO in partnership 
with Sustainable Agriculture Tanzania (SAT), is training 
farmers in sustainable organic agro-ecological practices, 
helping to protect the environment and safeguard the futures 
of the communities that live there, by improving soil and 
water quality, improving food security, reducing poverty 
and preserving biodiversity.
SAT teaches small-holder farmers sustainable methods to revitalize their land.  The 
planting of trees will also sequester CO2, reducing climate change on a global level.  
Planting 35 species of indigenous tree maintains biodiversity, improving soil fertility 
and providing fuel, timber, fodder, fruit and spices, medicine, windbreaks, the ability 
to start beehives and grow cash crops.

Help contribute to plant HeroTREEs around the world
£10 Will plant and maintain 2 trees
£20 Will plant and maintain 4 trees
£50 Will plant and maintain 10 trees
£85 Buys training for local communities on forest management
£133 Will help establish a tree nursery
£266 Will help establish two tree nurseries
Rats
£10 Could clear 10SQM of minefield
£25 Could socialize a HeroRAT
£50 Could screen 250 TB samples

For more information
https://apopo.org/support-us/



19

What's On
Where no organiser is shown for any event in Q&R Village Hall, contact the Hall Manager, 

Christine Osbourn on 01799 543367 for details

Event Date Time Place Notes
Saffron Searchers 1st Monday/month 20.00-22.00 Q&R Village Hall
Pilates Mondays 09.00-10.00 Q&R Village Hall Jan Crawley 07742 182272
Dance Exercise Tuesdays 10.30-11.30 Q&R Village Hall Christine Alexander
Community Café 3rd Weds/month 10.00-12.00 Q&R Village Hall Angela 01799 218061
U3A Choir Wednesdays 11.15-13.15 Q&R Village Hall
Carpet Bowls Wednesdays 19.00 Quendon Bowls Club David Soloman07817248301
Social Evening 2nd & 4th Fridays 19.00-23.00 Quendon Bowling Club
Rembrance Service 12th November 18.30 Quendon Church
Holy Communion 26th November 11.15 Rickling Church
Grand Race Night 18th November  Quendon Bowling Club Details from club/Facebook

Emergency Life-saving

Should someone suffer a cardiac arrest or show symptoms of a heart attack 
e.g. pains in the chest, then your first action should always be to phone the 
ambulance service on 999.  The service will refer you to our Automated 
External Defibrillator which is at the front entrance to Quendon & Rickling 
Village Hall.  Another is sited outside Reception at the front of Rickling 
School.  Anyone can save a life by using one of them until an ambulance 
arrives.  In addition you can seek help from any of the volunteers listed below. 
Name Home Telephone Locality
Robert Arnold 01799 543075 Northern end - Cambridge Road
Sandra Arnold 01799 543075 Northern end - Cambridge Road
Andrew Thomson 01799 543253 Northern end - Cambridge Road
Karen Thomson 01799 543253 Northern end - Cambridge Road
Chris Phillips 01799 542351 Middle - Cambridge Road
Sue Phillips 01799 542351 Middle - Cambridge Road
Wendy Stannard 01799 541869 Middle - Cambridge Road
Ljiljana Ortolja-Baird 07793600697 Southern end
Paul Carrol 07889 344869 Southern end - Cambridge Road
Joanne Hales 07903 596011 Rickling Green
Janice Hart 01799 541196 Rickling Green/Brick Kiln Lane/Rickling
Ann Merrit 01799 542110 Rickling Green/Brick Kiln Lane
Tom Duncan 01799 541299 Brick Kiln Lane
Sue Joannou  07805 037586 Rickling Green
Jacolin Lampon 07710 281382 Southern End - Cambridge Road
For further information see www.communityheartbeat.org.uk/

Remember: Using the defibrillator can't cause injury.  Doing nothing can.



NICK SHUTES PAINTING AND 

DECORATING LTD

High quality interior and 

exterior redecoration 

Woodwork repairs and 

replacement  

Fascias, soffits and cladding

01799 542385 or

07885 778213

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

Please mention

The Link
when responding to 
advertisements here.

An advertisement this size is 
only £45 for a whole year!





Somnium
Water Features

Bespoke contemporary
water features.

Finishes include 
steel & aluminum.

Built-in eco filtration designed 
by us.

www.somniumdesign.co.uk
01279 771084
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CHIROPODIST
Mrs Julie Golden

HPC Registered/State Registered

Home Visi ng Prac ce
Est.1994

01279 873492
Mobile 07916 075451

A professional service at a compe ve price

Willow 
Landscaping

www.willowlandscapes.co.uk

Local family firm 

Garden design and landscape builders

Patios / planters / raised beds / steps / 
paths / grading

Design drawings from £350 + vat

01279 771084



Mother and Daughter duo. Est 1998

All types of internal and external decora ng.
Minor wood work and plaster repairs.

Free es mates.

Fully insured.

Contact Liz on 07815 817283 

or liz.elle @btopenworld.com


