MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY   15th April 2015


PRESENT:



Alan Price (Chairman)



Nigel Ackerman




Robert Arnold



Michael Atlee




Brandon Chapman



Tony Jones



Chris Phillips


Sue Phillips (Parish Clerk)


Cllr. Joanna Parry


2 members of the public
226.
Dispensations/Declaration of Interest  None noted 

227.
Apologies for Absence  
228. 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th March 2015  These had been circulated and approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record.  

229.
Matters arising from the Minutes of 4th March 2015 meeting BC said that following the discussion at the last meeting regarding the “Getting Around in Essex” consultation he had looked at the comments made in the Village Plan survey.  Whilst he felt some feedback should be given, the consultation document was too lengthy and of a more general nature with regard to the bus services.  It was suggested that a notice be put in The LINK to see if residents have specific comments to make on the 301 service.  Cllr. J. Parry said representatives of Arriva had visited Newport and she would forward the contact number they had provided for comments. 
230.  BC said he had spoken to the people concerned regarding the problem with noisy dogs and the dispute appears to have been settled.  It was however noted that there are a number of dogs in Rickling Green that cause a nuisance, particularly early in the morning and/or late in the evening.  

231.  NA said the PC’s comments made with regard to the review of the conservation area should not be allowed to be ignored by UDC.  AP said he and BC had highlighted the required amendments and Mr. B. Tice (UDC) had been receptive to the suggestions/comments.  The next stage is for the draft document to be taken to UDC Committee.  It was agreed that this item should be put on the Agenda to be followed up at the 24th June 2015 meeting. 

232.  
Public Participation  Nothing noted
233.   
Finance 
The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 4th March 2015:-

Cheques Issued

Quendon & Rickling Churches donation



600.00

Support4Sight Donation





  75.00









   675.00
Cheques to be authorised
B Chapman Travel Expenses (Broadband meeting)


  27.90

EALC/NALC Fees





164.99

Celebratory Refreshments (Retiring Councillors)


  65.27

Clerk’s Salary (April)





300.30


    





    558.46 
EON Payment (April)







      24.27
Total Payments







 1,257.73


   


   
Lloyds current account balance at last meeting

      £19,499.38
Add VAT refund




          2,344.27

Add New Homes Bonus





 557.95

Add EON Adjustment (March)





     2.35

Add Precept




          5,756.00

less total payments




        (1,257.73)

   




      £26,902.22


The payments listed above were unanimously authorised.
The Chairman signed a copy of the current financial statement.

234.  The Clerk advised that the Audit Commission Annual Return and relevant documents for the year ended 31st March 2015 have been completed. These documents have been approved by the Internal Auditor (Tony Lett) and the notice stating they are available to the public (at the Clerk’s address) will be displayed on the notice boards on the due date.  The year end accounts were agreed as a true record of the Parish Council’s finances. Minute reference Q&RPC/234/15/4/2015.  The Return will be sent to the External Auditor (Audit Commission) by 8th June 2015 for approval (the date requested by the Audit Commission).  

235.  The Clerk noted that EON had advised that there will be an increase in supply charges from 1 May 2015.  She said she had discussed with EON the possibility of switching to a Fixed Term  Contract but had been advised that this would result in a higher charge overall as there would be a standing charge.  It was agreed to continue with the Deemed Contract for the time being.
236.  The Clerk advised that when the new Councillors take office the bank mandate will need to be changed.  This will necessitate the departing Councillors signing the instruction and it was agreed the Clerk will contact those Councillors nearer the changeover date.
237. Correspondence  A letter had been received from Quendon & Rickling PCC thanking the Parish Council for the £600 donation.

238. A letter had been received from Maureen Hawkins, writing on behalf of the local bus users,  thanking the PC for arranging for a window to be put in the bus shelter.  
239.   Update on Forums/Presentations  TJ had attended the  Civil Protection Inter Parish Meeting on 16th March 2015 and had circulated notes from the meeting.  He commented that the main concern of the attendees from other villages was flooding.  CP noted that there had been a request for information on the location of defibrillators.  TJ confirmed this had been provided.

240.   May 2015 Elections It was noted that the election will be uncontested.
241.   Quendon & Rickling Facebook As the person setting up the Q&R Facebook page was not at the meeting, this item was not discussed.  The Clerk will e-mail the person concerned to see if she would like to discuss this further with the PC at a later date. 
242.  Dog Fouling  It was noted that this remains a problem but it was agreed that the matter should remain on the Agenda until after the election to see if there is a change of Council at UDC and any new policies regarding waste collection are introduced.
243.
Community Skip  It was agreed that BC should arrange for the next community skip for the weekend of 16th/17th May at Coney Acre.  Details should be published on the notice boards and in The LINK
244.  Broadband  BC had attended the Superfast Essex Countywide Parish Engagement Event where some 70 parishes were represented.   He subsequently wrote to Kevin Bentley, Cabinet Member for Superfast Broadband, requesting that Q&R is included under Phase2.  Phase 2 was due to be awarded on 15th April and the successful bidder  is likely to be BT.  Kevin Bentley had replied that the rollout is being developed and the first draft will be in May and there would be no specific details until then.  BC  emphasised that he had written specifically for Q&R to be included in the project.  
The possibility of now contacting UDC should be considered.
245.  Neighbourhood Watch/Crime  AP said he had been contacted by Alan Johnson asking if the Observer pamphlet could be distributed with the LINK.  RA said he had discussed this with the distributers and they had agreed.   Alan Johnson had said it was the aim to publish quarterly but in reality there may be 3 publications per year.
 
246.  Village Plan  CP said there had been a further meeting of the Village Plan Steering Group but the Group numbers were now down to 3.  The March target date had been missed but it is hoped the document will be proof-read by the end of April when a further meeting will take place.  It is anticipated that there will be something to show the PC at the next meeting and it is hoped the final plan will be presented to residents, together with a draft action plan, at a specific launch event, possibly on 6th June 2015 in the Village Hall.  There will be a second event to find a new steering group to follow on and carry out the action plan and it had been suggested this could be at the June Coffee Morning.   Quotes for printing 300 copies of the Plan have come in at £1-1.2k and are within budget.
247.
Bus Shelter It was noted that the window in the  bus shelter outside the Pottery had been completed.  AP said he would paint the shelter.
CP said he had been advised by the Essex Bus Transport Division that the request for funding for a new shelter on the opposite side of the road had been approved.  Essex Highways will find a suitable location for it but the PC would be responsible for on-going maintenance.

248.  Community Clean Up-Day  The Litter Pick has been arranged for 18th April.  The Clerk should advise UDC that the filled bags should be collected from the Village Hall Car Park as soon as possible thereafter.
249.  Highways The Clerk had contacted ECC to ascertain the progress of the LHP requests but had been advised that a meeting is being held next week, after which further information will be available. 
The Clerk had also asked Rissa Long ECC whether Q&R are still expected to make a payment in respect of the VAS at the north end of the village as no invoice has been received yet.  Ms. Long is investigating and will revert back.

250.  Quendon Wood  Nothing to report
251.   Planning

a)     Applications 
i)  UTT/14/3662/FUL Land adjacent to Foxley House

Erection of 19 residential units (including 5 affordable homes)
It was noted that CALA Homes had submitted revised plans on 17th February 2015 but these did not appear on the UDC website until early April.  
AP said that following the meeting with CALA Homes he had submitted the PC’s objections but would send further comments regarding the design of Plot 15 which had not changed from the original plan, even though the garden is too small to meet design standards.  He would also draw attention to ECC’s comment on the fact that all primary schools in the Newport Ward are over capacity.
ii)  UTT/15/0688/LB Laundry Cottage, Cambridge Road, Quendon

Replacement Windows

No objection

iii) UTT/15/0782/HHF Hedges, Rickling Green Road

First floor rear and side extensions, dormer windows in front and rear elevations; roof-light in rear elevation; new front porch

Concern was expressed that the Parish is losing its smaller housing and no justification had been given in the application for an extension of this size.  Neither do the plans show any provision for additional parking.  It was agreed that AP would write a letter of objection and Cllr. J. Parry was asked to call in the application. 
iv) UTT/15/0830/FUL The Norbury, Cambridge Road, Quendon

Retrospective application for change of use of annexe as separate residential accommodation 
It was noted that the application does not state what the use is changing from.  The property is adjacent to a listed building and is within the Conservation Area.  There is no D&A Statement provided and it was felt there is not enough information provided to enable comment.  AP will write a letter of objection noting these comments and Cllr. J Parry was asked to call-in the application.


v)  UTT/15/0702/FUL Church End Farm, Church End

Proposed erection of an agricultural grain store with solar panels on the roof

No objection but seek clarification on any intention to add a dryer.  It should also be noted that the site is in Rickling, not Rickling Green.

b)    Decisions: 
i)   UTT/15/0171/FUL Greenacres, Rickling

Proposed demolition of existing bungalow and erection of replacement dwelling
Approve with conditions

ii)   UTT/15/044/HHF Tantalion, Woodview Drive, Rickling

Erection of side extension, porch and pitched roof to replace existing flat roof

Approve with conditions
c)    Trees: 
i)   UTT/15/0840/TCA Bay Tree House 
Reduce 30% no. 1 sycamore

no objections

ii)  UTT/14/2615/TCA Marjon, Rickling 
Cut down and remove roots no. 1 laburnum, no. 1 flowering cherry, prune no. 1 bramley apple
no objections
d)    UDC Councillors Monthly Report of Alleged Breach of Planning Control:
AP said that after various discussions with UDC Planning Dept. Andrew Taylor had now confirmed there is a breach of conditions for building on the Land Opposite the Old Kings Head.  Building of the new property has commenced without meeting the provision for parking facilities at the existing property as stated in the conditional approval.  AP will contact Mr. Bloomfield-Bray (UDC) to ascertain why work is still being undertaken at the site.  
252.  AP thanked Nigel Ackerman, Robert Arnold and Michael Atlee for the work they had done for the PC over their years of service. 

225.  Agenda Items to be included at Next Meeting, Wednesday, 13th May 2015   Nothing noted 
The meeting closed at  9.10 p.m.
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