MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY   9th September 2015


PRESENT:



Alan Price (Chairman)


Stephanie Bridgewater




Tony Jones



Sally Kitcat



Lindy McDermott


Chris Phillips


Sue Phillips (Parish Clerk)


Cllr. Neil Hargreaves



2 Members of the Public

73.
Dispensations/Declaration of Interest  None noted.
74.
Apologies for Absence  Brandon Chapman
75
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th July 2015  These had been circulated and approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
76.
Matters arising from the Minutes of  29th July 2015 meeting: Nothing noted 
77.  
Public Participation Cllr. Hargreaves advised that the New Homes Bonus has been allocated and there is £3k per Councillor available.  He will be using his for structural projects.  It was suggested that an application be made for repairs to the bus shelter.

Cllr. Hargreaves said he would like to arrange surgeries within the Parish and it was agreed that one of the Coffee Mornings would be an ideal time. 
78.    Finance
The Clerk advised that Lloyds Bank had confirmed the change to the bank mandate.

79.   The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 29th July 2015:-
Cheques issued

Clerk’s salary (August)





300.30

Litter Bin (insurance excess)





100.00









400.30
Cheques to be authorised
Audit Fee






120.00
R. Collins (Bus shelter window)





120.00

A&J Lighting





128.40

100 Parishes Membership





  10.00
Stationery






  65.02
UALC Subscription





  25.00

Clerk’s Salary (September)





300.30









 768.72
EON Payment (August)







   32.71

EON Payment (September)







   32.71
Total Payments

        


   
                      1,234.44
Lloyds current account balance at last meeting

       £22,839.94

Less total payments




        (£1,234.44)
Projected balance at end September



       £21,605.50







The payments listed above were unanimously authorised.
80.  Correspondence 
A donation request had been received from Essex Air Ambulance.  It was agreed that a donation of £100 would be made.

81.   Update on Forums/Presentations  None attended.
82.  Code of Conduct It was noted that the PC does not wish to make any comment on UDC’s proposals for review of the Code of Conduct, Procedure and Guidelines.
83.  Local Plan Update The Clerk had circulated the e-mail from UDC regarding the Local Plan Update.  She will confirm with UDC the dates they are proposing for further discussion and look at possible funding for Neighbourhood Plans.  
84.  Uttlesford Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment – Consultation  The Clerk had circulated an e-mail received from UDC regarding the methodology for the preparation of a new SHLAA.  LMcD said she would read the document and would make any comments by the requested date of 2nd October 2015.

85.  Bus Shelter  It was noted that the invoice for the window in the shelter had been received and the cost of £120 was lower than the original estimate.  AP advised that he had started to paint the shelter and submitted an invoice for the cost of the paint (£54.).  It was agreed this sum would be reimbursed.  He advised that the plaster under the seat in the shelter was crumbling and this may need to be replaced before painting.

CP advised that Essex Highways had agreed that the best location for a new shelter on the western side of the B1383 is in the hedge at the Village Hall.  The Village Hall Committee had agreed to this with certain provisos.  Firstly, to ensure that there will be clear visibility from the shelter to see the bus approaching and to make the stop compulsory.  CP had raised this with the Highways representative who advised that compulsory stops are now outdated.   The other concern was litter.  CP had also raised this point and Essex Highways will consult with UDC regarding relocation of the existing litter bin to the new stop.

A letter had been sent to those residents in the vicinity of the new shelter to invite comments, notwithstanding the fact that Essex Highways had advised that planning permission would not be required.    
It had been suggested that there may be some compensation paid to the Village Hall but it was agreed that the shelter is a project benefitting the community and therefore no payment should be necessary.  CP will speak to the VH Committee regarding the running costs for the defibrillator.
86.
Emergency Plan  SK has updated the Plan with the new contacts.  She advised that the medical facilities need to be added and the number for out of hours emergencies checked.  SK will circulate a copy of the finished document and the Clerk will print a copy and also check the name of the person at UDC who is replacing Lisa Lipscombe.
87.
Community Skip  A Community Skip has been arranged for 12/13th September 2015.  The Clerk had published details.  
88.
Litter Pick  It was agreed that as part of the Essex wide “tidy up initiative”, another litter pick will be arranged for 17th October 2015.  This will coincide with the proposed footpath survey. 
89.
Village Plan  CP advised that the on-going Steering Committee consisted of 4 members and Annette Chapman  had been elected as the new Chairperson.  One volunteer had been recruited from the VP presentation but so far she had been unable to attend any meeting.  The Group is currently looking for a new title to take the project forward.  The next meeting is scheduled for 12th October, when new terms of reference will be discussed.   It is hoped that an action plan will be produced by the end of the year. The survey results are now available on the Q&R website and the next step is to publish a copy of the Village Plan on the website.
CP advised that the membership of RCCE network is probably due for renewal and he has tried to contact the RCCE representative.  The cost of £48 for membership renewal was approved.

90.
Broadband It was noted that from the latest information released regarding Superfast Broadband, Q&R will be connected sometime between 2016 and 2019.  A further announcement with a more detailed update on timescales is expected later this month.  BC will follow up.  
91.
Parish Archives  Following submission of a copy of the Village Plan to Essex Record Office, the Clerk had been contacted to say that no other Parish records have been lodged with them.  It was agreed that the Clerk should follow up the possibility of depositing the historical signed copies of the Minutes of the Council, Audited Accounts and any other documents the Record Office will accept.
92.
PRoWs - Rights of Way & Byways Course It was agreed that the Clerk should contact LCPAS to see if a training session could be held locally at the Village Hall.  The most suitable time would be a Monday or Thursday in November.   Availability of the Village Hall would also need to be checked.
93.
Forsters Footpath  The Clerk noted that she had been advised that the Rangers had undertaken work to cut back the overhanging vegetation but had noticed there are two dead trees which need to be removed.  The Clerk had been instructed by Rissa Long (Essex Highways) to report the problem on the Highways website, which she had done.  It was also noted that a resident from Hallfield had complained that there are still trees from the footpath encroaching on her property.  The Clerk should send a further request to Highways for these to be cut back.
94.   The Big Pathwatch  SK advised that she and BC were asking for volunteers to join a footpath survey on either 10th/17th October 2015.  Details are to be circulated in the LINK. 
95.
Highways  Following the piece put in the LINK regarding the LHP requests and inviting comments on the problem of parking, a resident had contacted the PC to suggest the use of circular studs to delineate parking outside Waterbutt Row (as used in Thaxted).  AP said he felt parking was more of a problem outside Street Farm, where the pavement is narrow.  The use of the bus lay-by for parking was also discussed.   As there appeared to be no suitable solution to the problem at this point in time, it was agreed to leave the matter for now.   
96.
The Clerk advised that she had again contacted UDC regarding the crumbling wall at Thistley Crescent.  She had been advised that an order for work had been drawn up but no indication could be given as to timescale.
Planning


a) 
Update on Foxley/CALA Homes Development  
AP advised that he had requested a meeting with Andrew Taylor, Assistant Director, Planning and Building Control, UDC to discuss the various issues raised
b)     Applications

i)   UTT/15/2181/HHF 1 Newport Drive, Quendon

Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension, addition of dormer windows in existing roof
No objection
ii)  UTT/15/2583/HHF 5 Newport Drive, Quendon

Single storey side extension
No objection

iii)  UTT/15/2347/FUL Rickling Primary School, Rickling Green

Single storey southern extension to enlarge 2 classrooms

Letter of support to be sent
c)  Decisions  
i)   UTT/15/2179/FUL Woodmans Cottage, Cambridge Road
Proposed change of use of parcel of land to extend residential garden.

Approve with conditions
ii)  UTT/15/2257/HHF 19 Coney Acre

Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of new and relocated conservatory.  Single storey front extension and new entrance.   Addition of roof doors, balcony and 2 roof lights.

Approve with conditions
iii)  UTT/14/3662/FUL Land South of Foxley House, Rickling Green Road

Discharge of various conditions 

d)  Trees  - None
e)  UDC – Breach of Planning
It was noted that the timeframe allowed for the conditions pursuant to the permission granted for building on the Land Opposite the Old King’s Head to be met had expired, but a further extension of one month had been granted by UDC.

AP advised that he had written to Andrew Taylor, UDC, with his comments on this.

Cllr. Hargreaves said he would raise the matter with UDC

97.
Parish Clerk’s Hours of Work  The Clerk advised that, since taking on the role, the amount of work involved has increased.  It was agreed that the paid hours of work would be increased to 8 hours per week (from 7).  
98.   Agenda Items to be included at Next Meeting,  Wednesday, 14th October 2015:
Nothing noted.

The meeting closed at 9 p.m.
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