MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY   14th August 2013


PRESENT:



Nigel Ackerman


Robert Arnold


Michael Atlee


Brandon Chapman


Tony Jones





Chris Phillips


Sue Phillips (Parish Clerk)


2 Members of the Public


Cllr. Ray Gooding



Cllr. Joanna Parry
In the absence of Alan Price who was on holiday, Nigel Ackerman took the Chair
54. 
Dispensations/Declaration of Interest  CP declared an interest in items 7 and 9 (CAB) on the Agenda.
55.
Apologies for Absence  Apologies had been received from Alan Price.
56.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 3rd July 2013  These had been circulated and approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
57.
Matters arising from the Minutes of 3rd July 2013 meeting:

BC noted that there had been a problem with the collection of the last skip and it was over-filled as people were  leaving items after the date it was due for collection.  After visiting Carr & Bircher offices the problem was resolved and the skip collected.  The next skip will be arranged for 5th & 6th October at Coney Acre.
NA enquired as to the current position with regard to problems with postal deliveries.  It was confirmed that the Clerk had written again to the Saffron Walden Post Office but no response had been received.  
58.  
Public Participation  None noted
59.
Finance 
    The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 3rd July 2013:-
Cheques Issued






EACH Donation





100.00
Carr & Bircher Skip Hire





240.00









340.00
Cheques to be authorised

Hilbery Turf






672.00
Clerk’s Salary





290.93


    




             962.93
EON Direct Debit July







   42.77
EON Direct Debit August 




                                      44.19

  





           

                                                          

Total Payments

        


   
                     1,389.89
Lloyds current account balance at last meeting

   £18,800.59
Less total payments




     £1,389.89
Total funds available




   £17,410.70
The cheques listed above were authorised for payment.  

60.
It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary (Scale SCP20) would be increased (wef 1st April 2013) in accordance with the Revised Salary Scale recommendations of the NAC and the Society of Local Council Clerks issued in July 2013.

61.
It was agreed that the Clerk would order sufficient copies of the latest edition of the Good Councillor’s Guide and one copy of the NALC’s  “Local Councils Explained” book to be published in October (cost £49.99). 
62.
Correspondence  A letter of thanks for the £100 donation, and a update on its work,  had been received from EACH  
63.
Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau had sent an update on its work in the area.  It was agreed that a donation of £100 would be made to the organisation.
64.
SSE had sent a letter expressing concern at the recent announcement that Manchester Airport Group had  issued proposals for increasing capacity at Stansted Airport.   The PC did not attend the last Stansted Airport Consultative Committee (STACC) meeting in July  as it was felt that little could be done until further information is received.  The final recommendations are due in 2015.  Cllr. R. Gooding advised that Essex Highways & Transport would likely keep to the previous response that expansion up to 35 million would be supported but anything beyond what is currently planned would require reassessment of the infrastructure.  BC said he will liaise with his contacts at the Airport and report on any further information
65.
It was noted that an invitation to the Essex Heritage Trust AGM on 5th September 2013 had been received.  No-one was able to accept. 
66.
It was noted that a resident had telephone the Clerk to say that his pet cat had died from rat poisoning.  The Clerk had contacted UDC Pest Control and had been advised that they had carried out two missions in the area, in April and June, but as they attach poison to wheat, it is unlikely the poisoning would have been from that source.   MA said he would ask the owners of the Pub what, if any, action, they have taken recently to deal with rats.
67.
Update on Forums/Presentations  None attended.  
It was noted that the Police and Crime Commission will be visiting Uttlesford on 19th September 2013 and it was agreed that the Clerk would send details of this by e-mail via the Village Circulation List.  
It was also noted that Welcome Service will be held for the Archdeacon of Stansted at St. Mary’s Church Saffron Walden on 29th September 2013.
68.
Grass Triangle (School/Pub)  
AP had looked at the cost of stones for edging the area and, for the size and number required, this could be expensive.  After some discussion it was agreed that MA would measure the area and work out the cost of railway sleepers.  A letter would then be sent to Mrs. Bevan.  It was noted that as the area may be within one metre of a public highway, permission from Highways Dept. may be required. 
69.
Parking/Speed Limit (Green Road)   The Clerk had received 8 responses to the articles in The Link requesting opinion on the potential reduction in speed limit for Green Road from 30 mph to 20 mph, all were in favour of  20 mph.  BC noted that this subject had been actively discussed for the Village Plan and suggested an interim measure could be to post notices on cars which are irresponsibly parked.  He agreed to draft a note and put copies on offending vehicles. 
70.
Village Plan   MA reported that a meeting of Steering Group members had been held in July and he would be setting a date for the next meeting, probably September/October. 
71.
Village Sign  BC advised that he had contacted UDC regarding the planning permission for the sign but no response had been received.  The sign had been approved under the category of Advertisement Signs and 5 years is the usual period for approval, giving UDC the opportunity to review.  
The plaque for the sign had been made at a cost of £34.94 and payment for this was approved.

The  Village Sign Society has yet to respond with the details required for the proposed donation.
72.
Village Map  BC said nothing has been done on this yet.
73.
VAS  AP had sent an e-mail advising that he had spoken to Highways Dept. and both the post and the VAS are now expected by the end of September.  Highways Dept. had apologised for not keeping to the previous schedule. 
74.
Grit Bin  BC noted that he had been in contact with one of the residents at Thistley Crescent who will  assist.  A grit bin for that area is to be ordered, the cost will be around £100. 

The salt under the Essex Salt Bag Partnership Scheme will be delivered in September/October.  BC will take delivery and distribute it amongst the bins.
75. 
Footpaths  NA noted that Strutt & Parker had cleared the area around the Church.
MA noted that he and Tony Lett had cleared Forsters footpath.  He suggested a working party to clear overhanging wood.  If this is arranged, RA will put a note in the Link.  In the meantime the Clerk  will contact Highway Rangers to request their services to keep the  area  clear.

76.
Quendon Wood  NA advised he is waiting to hear back from Strutt & Parker.  In the meantime he confirmed 20 declarations on walking in the Wood have been received so far.
77.
Highways  It was noted that the Highways website shows that a site visit regarding the finger post for Quendon Church has been made, and an update should be posted within 20 working days. 

The Clerk had received a complaint from a resident regarding vegetation overhanging the pavement outside Clover Cottage.   The Clerk had requested the services of the Rangers to deal with this but a response had been received saying it was more likely to be a boundary feature and therefore would probably not be the responsibility of Highways.  A further response is expected once Highway records have been checked.
It was noted that there has always been an on-going problem with vegetation overhanging footpaths around the parish and BC agreed to write an article for The Link to ask people to deal with this.
78.
Grass Cutting  BC had noted that certain areas around the Green were in need of striming.  He had done some of this but more needs to be done.  It was noted that the grass cutting on the Green is arranged by Mrs. Bevan but the Clerk would ask Hilbery’s what areas they currently strim and ask if they could carry out the necessary work. 
79.
Street Lighting  It was noted that the vegetation around the street light outside Yew Tree Cottage has been cut back.    
80.
PC Archives The Clerk had been advised that there were some filing cabinets belonging to the PC stored in the shed at the rear of the Village Hall.  She had spent some time clearing old papers from these and had transferred planning application documents (prior to 2013) to the available space.  
81.
Broadband A presentation on Superfast Broadband (BDUK) had been held prior to the PC Meeting.   It was agreed that residents would be encouraged to complete the survey to register the need for superfast broadband.  It is said this should indicate demand and thus possibly influence the timing of the project in the area.  Cllr. R. Gooding agreed to obtain more cards for distribution around the parish.
82.
Planning
a)      Applications:

i) 
UTT/13/2065/FUL Land Opposite The Old Kings Head, Cambridge Road

Erection of two dwellings


Whilst this application had not been itemised on the Agenda (due it not being received in 
time for publication) it was felt discussion should take place at the meeting to enable a 
response to be agreed by the deadline of 10th September 2013.


The plan was circulated and after some discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would 
respond on behalf of the PC 
agreeing in principle to the building of the dwellings but 
stating its misgivings about the lack of turning circle and limited parking space at the 
new properties which could necessitate vehicles reversing onto the main Highway.  
Concern about the limited parking available at the Old Kings Head property should also 
be noted as this  may 
result in parking on the Highway.
b)   
Decisions

i) 
UTT/13/1509/HHF Stable Cottage, Green Road


Construction of new vehicle crossing and demolition of boundary wall to form new 
opening – Approve with conditions

ii)
UTT/13/1455/FUL & UTT/13/1457/CA Lawrence Cottage, Cambridge Road                                        
Demolition of existing dwelling, erection of replacement dwelling with 
garage and cartlodge -  Approve with conditions

iii) 
UTT/13/1529/FUL Hillside, Brick Kiln Lane

        Erection of rear extension as approved under UTT/1058/HHF and sub division into 2                    
x 3 bedroom bungalows -  Approve with conditions

iv)
UTT/13/1754/NMA 5 Newport Drive


Substitute velux on front with a dormer and Juliette balcony – Refused 

c)      Trees  None noted
d)   UDC Councillors Monthly Report of Alleged Breach of Planning Control -  None 
noted
83.
Future Meeting Dates The meeting dates confirmed for the remainder of 2103 are 2nd October, 6th November and 18th December..
84.
Agenda Items to be included at Next Meeting Wednesday, 2nd October 2013: None noted
The meeting concluded at 9.15 p.m.
PAGE  
3

