MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY   13th August 2014


PRESENT:



Nigel Ackerman (Vice Chairman)


Robert Arnold


Brandon Chapman


Chris Phillips


Sue Phillips (Parish Clerk)


Cllr. Joanna Parry


1 Member of the Public

In the absence of Alan Price, Nigel Ackerman took the Chair

54.
Dispensations/Declaration of Interest  RA said, as he lives opposite the property, he has some interest in the planning application for Orchard House to be discussed as item 23a(ii) on the Agenda.
55.
Apologies for Absence  Apologies had been received from Alan Price, Tony Jones and Michael Atlee
56. 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd July 2014  These had been circulated and approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record.  

57.
Matters arising from the Minutes of  2nd July 2014 meeting:  None noted
58.  
Public Participation: Nothing noted
59.
Finance 
The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 2nd July 2014:-
Cheques Issued

Clerk’s Salary (July)




 
293.84









   293.84
Cheques to be authorised
Stationery






  19.96
UALC Membership





  25.00
Hilbery Turf






198.00
Clerk’s Salary





293.84


    





   536.80
EON Payment July







     42.77

EON Payment August







     44.19
Total Payments

        


   


   917.60
Lloyds current account balance at last meeting

      £20,821.05
Less total payments




            (917.60)

   




      £19,903.45







The payments listed above were unanimously authorised.
60.  Correspondence The Clerk had circulated the general update from Stop Stansted Expansion Group which had advised opposing the NATS proposal for changes in some departure routes, and recommending that this be postponed until the next phase of London Airspace Management Programme when bigger changes are likely to take place.  BC reiterated that the latest proposals are unlikely to have any real effect on Q&R.
61. It was noted that the Clerk had also circulated notice of an Uttlesford Youth Stakeholders Event to be held on 10th September 2014 but no-one was able to attend.

62.  Update on Forums/Presentations  None attended

63. Fairfield Appeal A request for donations towards the cost of defending the Fairfield Appeal had been received from JPCSG.  There was also a request for a generic letter to be sent to all residents asking for their donations.  It was unanimously agreed that the PC would make a donation of £75 and NA said he would arrange for 270 copies of the letter to be run off for distribution with the next issue of The LINK which will be the October issue.  The Clerk will also put a copy of the appeal letter on the notice boards. 
64.  The Hundred Parishes Society  RA had circulated information regarding the launch of the Society.  It was agreed that the PC should take up membership for the nominal subscription of £10 and the Clerk would register details.

65.  Polling District Review As requested by Peter Snow, UDC, the Clerk had circulated details of the Statutory Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places 2014.  It was noted that the new wards and boundaries do not affect Q&R and the Village Hall remains the most appropriate venue to be used as a polling station. 
66. Neighbourhood Watch  It was noted that there had been no response to the call for volunteers to act as NHW Co-ordinators.  
67.  Parking/Speed Limit (Green Road)    The Clerk had contacted Cllr. Gooding to see if he had been able to glean any further information on the application for a reduction in the speed limit but had not received a response.  In the meantime, CP suggested that the possibility of using the Village Hall Car Park for residents’ parking could be explored as an option.  It was agreed that this would need monitoring and the involvement of the Village Hall Committee.
68. Village Plan  AP had chaired a meeting of the Village Plan Group to discuss what still needs to be done.  Various data has been submitted to RA for editing. AP had said he would like completion of the project by October.
69.
Village Map BC advised that he had visited Greenbarnes and it had been confirmed that they can use information from “Get Mapping”.  Because of the geography of the Parish, the map will need to be portrait rather than landscape style and this may increase the price and consequently to have two boards may prove too costly.  

If a second board  is produced, the siting of it still needs to be agreed.  BC had suggested the side of the cricket pavilion and the Chairman of the RGRA was initially sympathetic to the request.   Mrs. Bevan also had no objection.  In the event, however, someone from the RGRA objected and this will now have to be put before their next meeting which will not be until November.  

It was also noted that planning consent may be necessary.  BC said he had made initial enquiries of UDC but had been confused by the answer.  He will follow up.

70.
Bus Shelter outside The Pottery  The Clerk had spoken to MA before he left for holiday but he advised that he had not been able to get any quotations for the work.  He will follow up. 

71.  Litter Picking  It was noted that the Litter Pick  on 26th July 2104 had been successful and details had been published in the LINK.   
72.  Community Skip BC suggested that the next community skip be scheduled for 30/31st August.  He asked that the Clerk be given authority for payment of the invoice as soon as it is received.  This was unanimously agreed.  As soon as date and location are confirmed, the Clerk will advertise it on the notice boards.
73.  Quendon Churchyard  RA reported that, following his article in the LINK suggesting the new part of the churchyard at St. Simon & St. Jude be cleared, a letter had been received from one of the Churchwardens advising that it had been agreed with the diocese that the area is to be left fallow to help with wildlife preservation.  Consequently, the project will not now go ahead. 
74.  Quendon Wood   NA advised that he is in the process of preparing a formal application to ECC for creating a new PROW.  
75. Highways  The Clerk had received an e-mail from ECC Highways advising that the area servicing Woodside is maintained as a bridleway and they believe any damage has been the result of use by motor vehicles.  The correspondence had been shown to the resident in Woodside who had raised the initial complaint and she had accepted the position.  It was agreed there is nothing further for the PC to do on this matter.
76.
Footpaths A letter dated 2nd July 2014 had been received from a resident in Berden enclosing a photograph and expressing concern at the fact that the grass margins on the Quendon Estate had been cut with little regard for conservation of wild flowers and nesting birds or their fledglings.
BC said he had met Lucy Bucknall of Strutt & Parker and had discussed the condition of some of the footpaths with her.  He noted that two of the overgrown paths in question belong to Rickling Hall.  Lucy had acknowledged that some of the footpaths owned by Strutt & Parker are used quite a lot and said she will try to keep them maintained as well as possible.   BC also reported that he had been in contact with Essex Wildlife regarding the maintenance of footpaths.  He will continue his investigations and suggested that it may be appropriate to invite Essex Wildlife to give a short presentation at some time in the future if they are able.

77.
Planning
a)  Applications
i)  UTT/14/2233/FUL Holly House, Green Road, Rickling

Amendment – Conversion into 2 bungalows

No objection

ii) UTT/926/86 Orchard House, Cambridge Road, Quendon

Removal of condition 3 to enable annexe to be rented as a separate property

No Objection

iii) UTT/1/5198/OP Carnation Nurseries

Building of 23 dwellings

It was noted that whilst the original application does not directly affect Q&R a letter of objection was sent expressing concern at the loss of local businesses.   After some discussion on the latest plans, it was agreed that Q&R PC will support Newport in any objection and RA will draft a letter to be sent to UDC.

Decisions

i) UTT/14/1647/LB  West Bradbury Hall Cambridge Road, Quendon

Removal of modern rendering to expose 18th century brickwork

Approve with conditions
ii) UTT/15/1782/LB Street Farm, Cambridge Road, Quendon
Installation of new boiler with flue on rear external wall

Unconditional approval
iii) APP/C1570/A/14/2214431 and adjacent to Mill House Cottages, Cambridge Road

Appeal dismissed.  
c) Trees: none noted
d)   UDC Councillors Monthly Report of Alleged Breach of Planning Control: 
i) It was noted that UDC had received a complaint that trees had been cleared in a conservation area without permission (2 Rickling House Cottages).  An initial investigation found that the allegation was correct however none of the trees were subject of tree protection orders and the tree officer was satisfied with the work carried out and therefore it was no expedient to take action.  No further action will be taken and the file on this investigation will be closed.
ii)  It was noted that UDC had received a complaint that a breach in planning conditions had taken place at The Annexe at The Laurels, Quendon, in that an annexe was being used as rented residential accommodation.  An initial investigation found that the allegation was correct however the matter was found to be time barred from enforcement action.  A certificate of lawfulness has subsequently been issued.  No further action will be taken and the file on this investigation will be closed.

78.  Agenda Items to be included at Next Meeting, Wednesday, 10th September 2014: nothing noted.  
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.
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