MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY   17th December 2014


PRESENT:



Alan Price (Chairman)


Nigel Ackerman




Robert Arnold


Brandon Chapman



Tony Jones



Chris Phillips


Sue Phillips (Parish Clerk)


Cllr. J. Parry


4 members of the public
153.
Dispensations/Declaration of Interest  CP said, being married to the Clerk, it may be considered he has an interest in item 6 on the Agenda (Clerk’s Salary). 

154.
Apologies for Absence  Apologies had been received from Michael Atlee and Cllr. Ray Gooding.
155.  Interim Cover for Planning Committee  It was noted that due to illness it is unlikely that Michael Atlee will be able to participate in Parish Council business for some time.  It was agreed that, for the time being, Tony Jones will assume his role on the Planning Committee. 

156. 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th November 2014  These had been circulated and approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record.  

157.
Matters arising from the Minutes of 19th November 2014 meeting Nothing noted. 
158.  
Public Participation Mr. Neil Hargreaves introduced himself and said he would be standing as a District Councillor  for  the Newport  ward in the May elections and will be  representing Residents for Uttlesford.  He said he would like to hear views on the running of Uttlesford DC.
159.  It was noted that a planning application (UTT/14/3634/FUL) had been submitted for the erection of a 4 bedroomed dwelling at the site of Sundown, Cambridge Road.  This location is on the border of Ugley/Quendon & Rickling Parishes and Q&R PC had previously opposed an application for the building of 4 dwellings on the grounds of sustainability.  That application was refused.  It was agreed that Q&R PC would also oppose this new application on the same grounds.
160.  Clerk’s Salary  It was unanimously agreed to approve the 2.20% increase in the Clerk’s salary pursuant to the 2014-16 Pay Scales agreed by the National Joint Council for Local Government Services, and to approve pro-rata payment of the £100 non-consolidated payment awarded to SCP20 employees.
161.
Finance 
The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 17th November 2014:-
Cheques Issued

CAB Donation





 150.00









    150.00
Cheques to be authorised
A & J Lighting Annual Maintenance Contract



660.96 

CPRE Membership Fee





  36.00

Clerk’s non-consolidated salary payment



  18.92
Clerk’s Salary (December)





293.84


    





 1,009.72 
EON Payment 







      23.49
Total Payments







 1,183.21   


   


   
Lloyds current account balance at last meeting

      £22,984.09
Less total payments




          1,183.21)

   




      £21,800.88
EON Credit Adjustments





   59.14






      £21,860.02

The payments listed above were unanimously authorised.
The Chairman signed a copy of the current financial statement.

162. 2015/16 Precept The Clerk noted that she had received details of the UDC LCTS Grant and the calculator for establishing the 2015/16 precept requirement.  It was noted that the Precept Notification Form needs to be completed and returned by 30th January 2015.

The Clerk will prepare a revised budget to reflect the recent reduction in energy costs and a contingency for maintenance of assets.  

It was noted that whilst there may be an election next year, the cost of this would be met from reserves, as previous contingencies had not been used. 
163.  Maintenance of Assets  The Clerk had prepared a list of the insured assets and it was agreed a contingency of £500 should be included in the precept budget for maintenance.  This will not affect the overall precept requirement.
164. Correspondence  A letter had been received from Uttlesford CAB thanking the PC for its  donation of £150.
165.  Update on Forums/Presentations  None attended
166.  Appraisal of Conservation Area  Uttlesford District Council had notified the PC that, in accordance with legislation, it will be carrying out an appraisal of the local Conservation Area in Quendon & Rickling.  AP, CP and TJ met UDC representatives to discuss the process.  The main comment from the PC was that the current conservation area boundary currently cuts through a number of properties rather than encompassing the whole plot.  AP has a copy of map showing the current boundary and it has been agreed that members of the PC should walk around the Parish and work with UDC to re-draw more practical boundaries.  A formal consultation document will then be drawn up and presented to the local community for comment.  After such consultation the final report will comprise an illustrated document which will be adopted by UDC and will be used as a planning tool to secure environment improvements and to protect the qualities of the area through the Development Control process.   AP noted that properties immediately adjacent to the conservation area are likely to be subject to the same planning restrictions as those in it.
167. Parking/Speed Limit (Green Road)  AP said he had nothing to report and was hoping to contact Cllr. Ray Gooding for an update.
168. Broadband  BC attended a meeting at EALC in Stansted on 20th November 2014 which was attended by representatives from Superfast Essex and BT.  BC re-iterated his comments from the last meeting, that there is unlikely to be any improvement, and said the only way this could change would be by users complaining to the providers.  BC will draft a letter to complain as a Parish.  
169.  Neighbourhood Watch/Crime  AP noted that he had been advised that there are active burglars in the area.    It was noted that there have still not been any volunteers for NHW.
170. Village Plan  AP said that it the absence of MA, there is a need to elect a new Chairman for the Steering Group  

CP said he had stood in for MA at the last meeting when it was decided to re-write and cut down certain articles.  
BC said there had been some discussion amongst the Steering Group as to the ownership of the final document and how it will be actioned.  It was proposed that a steering group should continue to give recommendations to the PC which will then decide on, and arrange for implementation of,  any necessary action. 

171.
Bus Shelter outside The Pottery  It was noted that the work to put a window in the shelter should be carried out during the period between Christmas and the New Year.
172.  CP said Essex County Council had responded favourably to his enquiries and had advised that a proposal could be put to the Local Highways Panel for an additional shelter at the bus stop opposite the Pottery.  A site visit will be carried out to assess the viability and the potential siting of a new shelter.  Formal applications will be presented to LHP for discussion in March .
173. Village Map  BC said RGRA had discussed the siting of the map on the wall of the Cricket Pavilion and had confirmed its agreement.  He had also spoken to the owners of the Cricketers’ Arms who had said a map could be put on the wall of the pub.   A decision on the most appropriate location will be made.
BC said the map for the Village Hall would be best placed on the wall against the porch, as to put it on posts would incur additional expense and require planning permission. It is likely this will be agreed by the Village Hall Committee. 

174.  Quendon Wood  AP said he had nothing further to report as he had not heard from Cllr. Ray Gooding.  The Clerk noted that a resident had been in contact suggesting that local art groups/painters may have pictures which could be submitted to Essex Legal Services in support of the PRoW application.
175.  Gypsy and Traveller Issues and Options Consultation  It was noted that the site nearest to Q&R Parish is in Arkesden and has 12 pitches.  It was agreed that a sub-committee be formed to give Q&R’s response to the consultation.  Alan Price, Brandon Chapman and Nigel Ackerman agreed to take on this task.

NA asked the Clerk to advise the Arkesden Clerk of her contact details. 
176.  Highways – LHP Scheme Requests  Essex Highways had advised that Local Highway Panels will be evaluating requests for highway improvements for the year 2015/16 and applications should be  submitted by the end of February 2015.  It was agreed that applications should be submitted highlighting the following areas of concern:

Parking in Green Road

Parking on the pavement outside Waterbutt Row

Parking in the bus lay-by outside Providence Cottage 
Dangerous junction at Belchams Lane

Overgrown footpaths along the B1383 in both directions, between the Village and Newport and Ugley
177. Planning
a)     Applications 
i)  UTT/14/3528/HHF Walnut Tree Cottage, Rickling
Erection of detached outbuilding

No objections 
b)     Decisions:

i)
UTT/14/3145/FUL Yew Tree Cottage, Rickling

Erection of detached dwelling with existing access.

Refused
ii)
UTT/14/3116/FUL Rosela & Sansimian, Brick Kiln Lane
Demolition of 2 bungalows and erection of 2 detached dwellings

Demolition of garage and outbuildings and erection of 2 garages

Approve with conditions
c)    Trees: 

i) UTT/14/3138/TCA Rickling House – Schedule of works in conservation area

No objections
ii) UTT/14/3333/TCA Walnut Tree Cottage

Reduce by 30% 4 Walnut trees – no objection
d)     UDC Councillors Monthly Report of Alleged Breach of Planning Control: None
178.  Agenda Items to be included at Next Meeting, Wednesday, 28th January 2015    Nothing noted
The meeting closed at  9.05 p.m.
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