MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY   2nd October 2013


PRESENT:



Alan Price (Chairman)


Robert Arnold


Michael Atlee


Brandon Chapman


Tony Jones





Chris Phillips


Sue Phillips (Parish Clerk)


3 Members of the Public
85. 
Dispensations/Declaration of Interest  None noted
86.
Apologies for Absence  Apologies had been received from Nigel Ackerman
87.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 14th August 2013  These had been circulated and approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
88.
Matters arising from the Minutes of 14th August 2013 meeting:  Nothing noted
89.  
Public Participation  None noted
90.
Finance 
The Clerk reported that the Annual Audit had been completed and the Audit Report had included a note as follows:

“Section 1, Box 9:  Information received from the Body indicates that the value of a number of assets held has been increased.  Please note that proper practice, as specified in the Practitioners’ Guide, only requires that assets are recorded at their original cost (or a proxy such as insurance value where this is not known) and no adjustment is required until disposal.”

Notwithstanding the above, the Audit had been signed off satisfactorily and the relevant notice displayed on the notice boards.
    The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 14th August  2013:-
Cheques Issued






Plaque for Village Sign





  34.94
CAB donation





100.00
Clerks Salary (including Back Pay)



    

305.47









440.41
Cheques to be authorised

Hilbery Turf






336.00
Millway Stationery




  
  13.63

UALC Fees






  25.00

Clerk’s Salary





293.84


    




             668.47
EON Direct Debit September




                                      44.19






           

                                                          

Total Payments

        


   
                     1,153.07
Lloyds current account balance at last meeting

   £17,410.70
Add  Precept




       5,656.50

Less total payments




   ( £1,153.07)
Total funds available




   £21,914.13
The cheques listed above were authorised for payment.  

91.
Correspondence 
The Clerk had circulated an invitation from RCCE for an Affordable Housing Event they are holding on 9th October 2013.  AP confirmed he will be attending.
92. 
Essex Air Ambulance had sent a letter outlining its work and thanking the PC for its support in the past.  It was agreed a further donation of £100 would be made.
93
A letter of thanks had been received from Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau for the £100 donation. 
94.  Update on Forums/Presentations
The Clerk had circulated notes from the Parish Forum held on 30th September 2013.  No-one from Q&R had attended.  Andrew Taylor (UCD) had said he would like to encourage more Parishes to attend these meetings.

95.
AP had attended the NAP Meeting.  He advised that it had been noted at the meeting that, with regard to Community Speed Watch activities, Police insurance covers only the speed equipment, not personnel.  Any issues would need to be dealt with under Public Liability Insurance.  AP noted that the Head of Newport School had been present at the meeting and he is keen to become involved in the local community.  The NAP Meeting reported 2 burglaries in dwellings and 2 thefts of motor vehicles.  
TJ informed the meeting that recently two people had been injured and their car stolen at Newport Station.
96.
Grass Triangle (School/Pub)  
The Clerk had contacted Highways to enquire about any regulations regarding the protection of the area by stones/sleepers.  Guidance notes had been received and circulated.  From these it was noted that, for safety reasons. Highways would not recommend use of stones within one metre of the highway.   There followed discussion about alternative solutions.  AP said he would speak to the Head of Rickling School to discuss the possibility of the area being used for planting, in the hope that a garden type feature would deter people from driving over it.
97.
Parking/Speed Limit (Green Road)   AP noted that there had been no further responses in respect of the speed limit for Green Road and suggested a door-to-door survey, as any attempt to change the speed limit would need the opinion/support of local residents.  BC said he was still in favour of notices to be placed on irresponsibly parked vehicles but AP felt this would be ineffective and likely to create a litter problem.  CP suggested that to address the fundamental issue of visibility of on-coming traffic, a mirror could be placed at the corner of Green Road. 
After some discussion it was agreed that AP, MA and BC will carry out a door to door survey in Green Road and MA will speak to the School to encourage the children to write to the PC about the speed limit.
98.
Village Sign  Following the accident, the broken sign is being stored in AP’s garage.  BC had received 2 quotes, one for the repair of the sign (£1,320) and one for erection of a new post (£380).  The Clerk will forward these to the insurance company and await their instructions.   BC agreed to send photographs of the damaged sign to the Clerk, also for forwarding to the insurance company. 

99.
Village Map  BC said he had looked at some examples and had contacted Greenbarnes who will send estimates for three options.  It was noted that probably 2 maps for the Parish will be required.  The Clerk agreed to forward BC the latest Funding Bulletin.
100. Village Plan   MA reported that he and BC had attended an RCCE meeting and he will be writing to Michelle Gardiner to invite her to one of the Village Plan Steering Group meetings.  The Group will meet either later in October or November.
101. AP noted that he had been approached by a member of the Village Plan Environment Sub Group to ask about bulb planting in the village.  There was in principle agreement to the funding of some bulbs but a working party would need to be established for the planting and suitable locations identified.   
102.
AP had also been advised that the Village Plan questionnaire had shown that 52 people want more allotments to be offered.  It had been suggested that there may be land available near the Church but this would need to be discussed with the Diocese. In the meantime, AP would like to know how many households are involved and whether all the existing allotments are fully utilised.  MA said he would speak to Peter Warwick.

103.
Grit Bin  BC noted that he had purchased a grit bin (£109.80) and had identified a position for its location at Thistley Crescent.  It will be put there when the salt arrives.  It was agreed the Clerk would pay the relevant invoice. 

104. 
Footpaths  AP noted that Luke Telford of Strutt & Parker had confirmed he intends to arrange a meeting to discuss access to Quendon Wood.
105. The Clerk had contacted Highways to request the Rangers service to clear Forsters Footpath but had been informed that they will not deal with overhanging vegetation and this is a boundary issue.  MA noted that he and Tony Lett had cleared the path in May and they (and another resident) hope to clear as much as possible of the overhanging vegetation on Saturday, 5th October.

106.
Highways   The Clerk had reported the crumbling wall at Thistley Crescent to Highways Dept.  Highways had written back saying it was more than likely a boundary feature of the adjacent properties and therefore probably not their responsibility.  An official boundary search has been requested but will take 10 working days to report (from 23.9.13)
107.  The Clerk had followed up an enquiry with Highways regarding replacing the finger post for Quendon Church but had been advised this has been put on a list to be done but is considered non-urgent. 
108.
Grass Cutting The Clerk had asked Hilbery’s to strim around the benches etc. on the Green.  They had agreed to do this without charge this year, but the Clerk noted that the extra work would need to be itemised for next year’s contract.  BC said nothing had been done yet. 

109.  The owners of Clover Cottage had accepted the response from Highways that the overhanging tree at their property is their responsibility and had indicated in an e-mail to the Clerk that they would tackle the problem when the next community skip is in the village (due 5/6 October).  It was noted that there are other areas in the village where vegetation is obstructing pavements/footpaths and it was agreed that the PC will write to the owners of the properties concerned.  The Clerk will do this when the properties have been identified.
110.
Broadband The Clerk had contacted Cllr. R. Gooding to ask for more cards for distribution around the Parish but had not yet received them.  She will contact Superfast Essex direct.
111.
Planning
It was noted that Mr. Tissot had sent the PC a copy of his letter to ECC concerning its “Recommendation” in respect of Planning Application UTT/13/2065/FUL for the land opposite the Old Kings Head.

a)      Applications:

UTT/13/2311/FUL Land Adjacent to Hillside, Brick Kiln Lane

Erection of one detached dwelling with garage

The PC Planning Sub Committee had indicated they had no objection to the application, however it was noted that the neighbours had submitted objections. There were concerns raised at the meeting that approval of this application could set a precedent for backland development in the village.

After some discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk, on behalf of the PC, would send a response to UDC Planning Dept. stating that;

“The Parish Council is sympathetic to the objections raised by the neighbours and can add no further comment.”
b)  Decisions 

i) UTT/13/1666/FUL Sansimian, Brick Kiln Lane

Removal of agricultural occupancy condition – APPROVE

ii) UTT/13/2066/HHF 5 Hallfield

Single storey rear extension – APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS

iii) UTT/13/2207/OP 
Land adjacent to Foxley House

Outline Planning Permission for building 5 affordable homes

GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

iv) UTT/1359/12/OP Land adjacent to Foxley House

Outline Planning Permission for 14 dwellings

GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

It was noted that the School had written to Mr. Rich declining the offer of the gift of land associated with the proposed Foxley development.  AP said he would write to Mr. Rich asking if the PC could have the land instead.

c)      Trees  None noted
d)   UDC Councillors Monthly Report of Alleged Breach of Planning Control -  None 
noted
112.
Agenda Items to be included at Next Meeting Wednesday, 6th November 2013: Allotments
The meeting concluded at 9.00 p.m.
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