

MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY  9th March 2016



PRESENT:



Alan Price (Chairman)



Brandon Chapman


Sally Kitcat



Lindy McDermott



Chris Phillips


Paul Wilsher 



Sue Joannou (Parish Clerk)


Cllr. Neil Hargreaves


1 member of the public
225.
Dispensations/Declaration of Interest 

CP – Declared he had a non-pecunary interest in Poachers Rest (Retrospective planning permission)
226.
Apologies for Absence  

Antony Jones
227.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th January 2016  

The Minutes had been circulated. They were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
228.
Matters arising from the Minutes of 27th January 2016 meeting:  

-
Point 203 – Making Local Woods work – BC advised that he had contacted the Plunket Foundation who 
help with Community Co-opt projects and will remain in contact with them to find out if they could be of 
help to the village.
229.
Public Participation  

NH informed the PC that he had attended a Council meeting last week, he advised/discussed the following:-

· Council taxes were to go up a small amount

· Highways have a reasonable pot of funds, the same as last year     
· The Council has a lot of money from the ‘New Homes bonus’, which will continue next year but will cease after that. The Government will be turning off those funds as they don’t consider the scheme is working.

· UDC are setting up a ‘Special Purpose Vehicle’ which is a commercial venture to generate cash, and a way holding cash.

NH also brought up the concern of the noise from ‘Raves’ at Coldhams Farms.

A discussion took place about what could be done about them as they are a nuisance and there is no 
policing of them. Jo Parry is looking into the issue from a ‘licencing’ point of view, trying to establish if 
people have to 
pay to get in and if they are selling alcohol etc.  
230.
Finance 

Donations

The Clerk confirmed that she had spoken to the vicar, who advised monies raised go towards the upkeep of 
the churches, service provision etc and it is left to the PCC to prioritise. 


It was agreed to donate £600 to the churches.

231.
Subscriptions 


It was agreed to continue to subscribe to SSE £10.


It was suggested by LM that it would be a good idea to join LCPAS (Local Council Public Advisory Service).


It then was agreed to join LCPAS.


232.
The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 27th January 2016:-

Cheques issued


EALC Clerks Transparency





  20.00









 
    20.00
 


Cheques to be authorised

Clerk’s Salary (February)





 343.20









   363.20

EON Payment (February)






                    32.71

Total Payments

        


   


    395.91

Lloyds current account balance at last meeting
           22,945.10

Less total payments





  395.91

Add


HMRC – VAT refund




             1,634.55

Projected balance at 9th March 16

 
         £24,183.74








The payments listed above were unanimously authorised.


BC asked if maybe the PC bank balance was too large? AP didn’t think so as it was a good contingency 
amount. NH was asked how it compared with other Parish councils? It seems some have a lot more funds 
sitting in their accounts, so it was accepted that our balance was reasonable. 

233.
Correspondence 

The Queen’s Beacon 

SK advised that she had sought for permission for a beacon to be placed on the Green, but not a bonfire 
type. The alternative is a gas fired beacon which would cost approx. £299 +VAT plus the price of the gas 
would be an additional cost.

It was decided not to go ahead with this, due to the cost of the beacon and the fact that the 21st of April is 
a Thursday, there may be less interest by villagers in attending
234.
The Queen’s Birthday Celebrations in June

The Clerk advised that there were a number of local events planned to celebrate the Queen’s birthday in 
June and that the school were having their summer Fete on the 11th June 12-3pm. 

It discussed that it something could be arranged on the Green for after the fete perhaps with the pub, and 
maybe a Hog roast. 

The Clerk to inquire about prices for Hog roasts.

BC to talk to the pub regarding this idea.
235.
Fun Run 2016 


The Clerk had received an email from Stephanie Bridgewater regarding details of this year’s FunRun.


She read the email to the PC. 


The Run will take place on the 26th June, the Green will be fully utilised, and parking will be contained to 
the football pitches. The relevant permissions will be sought.

It is anticipated that the Run will be fully sponsored so will not require further funding from the PC, though   
lots of volunteers will be required.
236. 
Update of Forums / Presentations

Parish Forum 22nd March – AP advised he would be attending and possibly BC.
237.
Training

The Clerk to forward Councillor training dates to PW.
238.
Bus Shelter / Litter Bin


CP advised that he was still awaiting a new timetable for the new Bus shelter. This is ongoing problem with 
Highways and the bus company. A different Bus company (Stephensons) will be taking over this route from 
29th March, CP will contact them.


CP had also raised the issue of the buses not pulling up by the concrete drive but was given various reasons 
why they couldn’t. 

239.
CP advised that he had tried to move the bin himself, and had found an instrument to enable him to do it.  
However as this was in the form of a barbed 750mm spike there was a need to determine if there is any 
pipework or power lines that need to be avoided, if so an alternative method will be investigated.
240.
Village Plan – Action Plan 

BC & CP updated the PC on the launch of the Action Plan that had taken place on the 5th March.
· They had had a follow up meeting on Monday and felt that the launch had been partly successful

· 50-60 people had come, though half of those were people representing the different groups.
· 6-7 people had volunteered so it was agreed to carry on with the Action Group, but some actions would be passed back to the Parish Council, as there were very few volunteers.
· 2 lists of responsibilities are to be produced, one for the Action Group and one for the Parish Council.
· There is to be a meeting on the 6th April to meet the volunteers to get them involved and plan a ‘quick hit’ action like a litter clear up around the village, to get the ball rolling.
· Approx. £40 was raised in donations for tea, coffee and cake.

It was discussed that if we had a Neighbourhood Plan it has more clout. Newport PC are in the early stages 
of preparation and according Andrew Yarwood they don’t have enough people to help either. They would 
be happy for us to piggy back with them, sharing the work and the cost.

NH advised that he had been to see the launch of the Thaxted Neighbourhood Plan and reported that it 
was very impressive. It has taken about 18 months to set up and the committee consists of 3 Parish 
Councillors, 3 ‘Hands off Thaxted’ members & 3 Thaxted Society members and some others.

They also have a co-ordinator who is paid.
241.
Community Services

Broadband


BC advised that his interpretation of the Superfast Essex website suggested that the ‘Newport 10’ box 
would be connected between June 16 and June 17, though was uncertain what the speed would be.
242.
Community Skips

BC suggested that a skip was still needed 3 or 4 times during the summer months, but due to people 
abusing this service i.e. over filling it, leaving items by the side of it, it would be preferable to not have one 
overnight but this wasn’t an option as the current supplier couldn’t be delivered and collected in one day at 
weekends.    

BC to look at other options and other companies. A skip is hoped to be arranged for mid April. 
243.
Parish Twinning 

A discussion was had about the potential Twinning, and how it could be taken forward.

There were a number of concerns raised, 

· How many people would need to make it happen? 

· Who would be supporting it? 

· There wasn’t the interest. 

· It was too much for Angela to do

It was decided that the PC hadn’t got the capacity to do it, but if there was someone/a group volunteering 
to do it, the PC could support it. 
The Clerk/AP to respond to Angela with our decision.

244.
Village Sign Post

There has been no admission to the signpost breakage by the person who broke it. Therefore the 
alternatives for mending it were discussed. The preference is to have to restored properly to it’s former 
glory. The Clerk reminded all that NH had agreed to support our application for funding under the R4U – 
‘Community funding for good causes’ pot.


The Clerk to re email NH in April.  
245.
PRoWs

- State of local footpaths

The footpath by Quendon Church will be rolled once it has dried out. Other areas are being cut and 
footpaths across arable land will be re-delineated shortly.
246.
Highways

Waterbutt Row parking

Further to PW’s email dd 7th March16, outlining the responses of residents affected by the pavement 
parking around Waterbutt Row and other potential remedies that could enable residents to park on the 
road. A discussion took place around the findings and it was suggested that PW approach Chris Stoneham 
in Highways in the first place to sound him out with some of the ideas. His item is to remain on the agenda 
for the next meeting.   
247.
LHP Requests 2016/17 – existing requests and the Cambridge Road pavement

The requests are in the pipeline. BC contacted Rissa Long regarding adding the Cambridge Road Pavement 
to the list, to date he has not received a reply from her.


It was noted that RL rarely responds to any emails that are sent to her. AP suggested that BC could escalate 
the problem to Rodney Bass in Highways.  

Further to the last minutes – Point 218 - AP to contact Stansted, Ugley and Newport Parish Councils 
regarding the whole stretch of the B1383.
248. 
The Verge by the post box

SK advised that the grass verge isn’t owned by Rickling Hall, therefore it must be owned by Highways or 
the houses themselves.

The way the cars park and jut out into the road was deemed to be dangerous, and the verge itself was 
becoming unsightly and churned up.

Ownership could possibly be found through Highways ‘Just Mapping’ or through the Land Registry.

The Clerk is to find out if the PC can ‘subscribe’ to a facility for multiple Land registry inquiries, rather than 
have to pay for each individual inquiry.


249.  
Planning




a)     Quendon & Rickling Planning policy – circulate & adopt



The adoption of the Quendon & Rickling Planning policy.
· Proposed by Alan Price
· Seconded by Brandon Chapman
It was a unanimous decision.

b)     Rural planning review


A brief discussion was had around this point, and it was considered that this was more commercial 
interest rather than domestic. LM raised concerns around the fact that potential barn conversions could 
escalate into housing developments which was something to be cautious of.

LM agreed to forward comments regarding this by the deadline of 21st April 16

c)     Applications


i)      UTT/16/0192/HHF – Stelling, Woodside, Rickling Green CB11 3XE – No objection

ii)     UTT/16/0134/FUL – Land South of Foxley House, Rickling Green Road, Rickling Green – No objection

iii)    UTT/16/0431/HHF – Poachers Rest, Cambridge Road, Quendon – No objection

d) Decisions –

UTT/16/0030/FUL – Land South of The Norden – Erection of a two storey dwelling – Approved with 
conditions


UTT/15/3702/HHF – Rickling House – Retrospective planning permission for erection of a galvanised steel 
palisade fence to the boundary perimeter - Refused  

UTT/15/3634/HHF – Birds End Brixton Lane – Erection of an outbuilding – Approved with conditions

e) Trees  - None noted

f) UDC – Breach of Planning - Nothing noted
250.   Agenda Items to be included at Next Meeting, Wednesday, 13th April 2016:

Neighbourhood watch


The meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.
Log of Actions

	228
	To remain in contact with the Plunket Foundation and ascertain how they could be of assistance to us in the future.
	BC

	234
	To inquire about prices for Hog roasts
To talk to the pub regarding a joint celebration of the Green for the Queens Birthday
	Clerk
BC

	237
	To forward Councillor training dates to PW
	Clerk

	238
	To contact the new bus company, Stephensons after 29th March regarding a new bus timetable
	CP

	242
	To look into alternative skip companies
	BC

	243
	To respond to Angela regarding the Parish Twinning
	AP/Clerk

	244
	To email NH regarding funding for the broken signpost
	Clerk

	246
	To approach Chris Stoneham at Highways regarding potential remedies for the parking issue
	PW

	247
	To approach Rodney Bass in Highways escalate the problem
To contact Stansted, Ugley & Newport PC’s regarding the Cambridge road footpath
	BC
AP

	248
	To find out if the PC can subscribe to the Land Registry search facility
	Clerk

	249
	To forward comments to the ‘Call for evidence’ for the Rural Planning review by 21st April
	LM
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