MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY   22nd May 2013


PRESENT:



Alan Price


Michael Atlee


Robert Arnold


Tony Jones





Chris Phillips


Sue Phillips (Parish Clerk)


2 Members of the Public


Cllr. Joanna Parry
1.
Election of Chairman   RA proposed that Alan Price be re-elected as Chairman.  The proposal was seconded by TJ and unanimously agreed.  Alan Price  was duly elected.
2.
Election of Vice Chairman  RA proposed that Nigel Ackerman be re-elected as Vice Chairman.  The proposal was seconded by CP and unanimously agreed.  Nigel Ackerman  was duly elected.
3.
Councillor Roles  The following responsibilities were agreed:

Liaison with Rickling School:




Michael Atlee
Liaison with Rickling Green Recreation Association:

Michael Atlee

Emergency Plan:





Tony Jones

Planning Committee:





Michael Atlee & Robert Arnold

B1383 Committee & Liaison with ECC Highways:

Alan Price

Community Speed Watch:




Alan Price

PROWs:






Nigel Ackerman

Community Initiative Funding:



Chris Phillips & Tony Jones

Defibrillator Co-ordinator




Chris Phillips

Village Plan PC Representatives



Michael Atlee, Brandon Chapman, 








Robert Arnold and Chris Phillips
Grit Bin Co-ordinator





Brandon Chapman
4. 
Dispensations/Declaration of Interest  None noted.
5.
Apologies for Absence  Apologies had been received from Nigel Ackerman, Brandon Chapman and Cllr.  Jeremy Rose.
6.
Minutes of the Meeting of 24th April 2013  These had been circulated and approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record.  There were no matters arising from those Minutes.
7.  
Public Participation  None noted
8
Finance The Clerk advised that the Audit Commission Annual Return and relevant documents for the year ended 31st March 2013 have been completed. These documents have been approved by the Internal Auditor (Tony Lett) and the notice stating they are available to the public (at the Clerk’s address) has been displayed on the notice boards.  The year end accounts were agreed as a true record of the Parish Council’s finances. Minute reference AGM/22/05/13/8.  They will be sent to the External Auditor (Audit Commission) for their approval by 30th June 2013 (the date requested by the Audit Commission).  
The Clerk reported that the insurance renewal premium is due on 1st June 2013 and the new notice board and village sign would be added to the policy.   Renewal was agreed. 
    The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 24th April 2013:-
Vicar’s Retirement Contribution





   50.00
Homestart  Donation





 100.00
Village Sign




          3,000.00








          3,150.00
Cheques to be authorised

Clerk’s Salary





290.93


    




             290.93
EON Direct Debit  




                                       42.77

  





           

                                                          

Total Payments

        


   
                      3,483.70
Lloyds current account balance at last meeting

   £20,570.53
Halifax savings account balance 


                 £3,483.70





               £17,086.83
UDC Payment




       1,187.00


Jubilee Grant



 
       3,555.00
Total funds available




   £21,828.83
9.
Correspondence  A letter had been received from HomeStart thanking the PC for its donation (£100)
10.
Update on Forums/Presentations  None attended
11.
Anglian Water AP reported that he is investigating which entity is responsible for the inspection cover outside 2 Mill Cottages as only the maker’s name is shown on it.  He had also contacted Anglian Water regarding the pumping activities which had been carried out along the B1383 during one night the previous week, but they had denied any knowledge/responsibility.  He will follow up with Highways Dept.
12.
Grass Triangle (School/Pub)  Letters had been sent to the School and the Pub requesting asking that they remind users of the road to take care when driving/parking near the verges.  A letter had also been sent to UDC and a response had been received confirming that the request had been passed on to their drivers.
Mrs. Bevan had telephoned the Clerk confirming her agreement to put some form of edging/planter around the area but noted that this would probably require maintenance.  It was suggested that granite blocks may be appropriate and it was agreed that MA would look at the cost of these.   
13.
Parking (Green Road)   It was noted that the Clerk had put an article in The Link requesting opinion on the potential reduction in speed limit for Green Road from 30 mph to 20 mph.   This subject will remain on the Agenda for further discussion.
14.
Village Sign   Due to little interest being shown in a ceremony to mark the placing of the sign, this will not now take place.  A plaque will, however, be put on the post at some stage.  The subject should remain on the Agenda for the PC Meeting on 3rd July 2013. 
15.
VAS  The post for the VAS at the north end of the village is due to be erected in June and the sign put on in July.  The results of the recent traffic survey have still not been received.  AP will follow up. 
16.
Community Skip  BC has ordered a skip to be placed at the Village Hall on 29th/30th June 2013.  He also put an article in The Link asking residents to use the facility wisely.

17.
Footpaths  AP advised that he and NA would be meeting representatives from Strutt & Parker on 19th June 2013 to discuss the damage to the rides in Quendon Wood.  Someone from Natural England will also be present.  In the meantime the Clerk has received some completed Evidence Forms in support of the PC’s proposed action to gain access through  Quendon Wood.  
18.
Highways  It was noted that National Grid is still present in the area but there are no reports of significant damage to verges/highways caused by its work. 
19.
Street Lighting  A further letter had been sent to the owner of Yew Tree Cottage concerning the vegetation obscuring the light at Green Road but no response had been received.    
20.
PC Archives The Clerk had noted that the volume of documentation (Minutes/Planning Applications/Audit Documents) is growing and storage is becoming a problem.  It was agreed that the possibility of using an off-site document storage facility would be investigated. 

21.
Henham/Elsenham Development  It was noted that Q&R PC had agreed to be a signature to the Hives Planning Report document. 
24.
Planning
a)     Applications:

i)      UTT/13/1058/HHF Hillside, Brick Kiln Lane

        Proposed rear extension  -  noted

ii)     UTT/13/1216/HHF Snowy Cottage, Green Road

        Erection of single storey rear extension, front porch and bin store to side elevation
 -

       noted

b)    Decisions
i)     UTT/13/0808/HHF Laundry Cottage, Rickling Green
       Two storey front extension – approve with conditions

ii)     UTT/13/07/0728/LB The Old Vicarage, Church End, Rickling

       Erection of single storey rear extension – approve with conditions

iii)    UTT/13/0797/FUL Quendon White House, Cambridge Road

       Change of use from residential/offices to former use as hotel/restaurant

       Approve with conditions 

c)    Trees  -  None noted
d)    UDC Councillors Monthly Report of Alleged Breach of Planning Control -  
None noted
25.
Agenda Items to be included at Next Meeting Wednesday, 3rd July 2013:
TJ offered his apologies for the next meeting

The meeting concluded at 8.15 p.m.
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