MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY   6th November 2013


PRESENT:



Alan Price (Chairman)



Nigel Ackerman



Robert Arnold


Tony Jones





Chris Phillips


Sue Phillips (Parish Clerk)


1 Member of the Public

113. 
Dispensations/Declaration of Interest  None noted
114.
Apologies for Absence  Apologies had been received from Brandon Chapman and Michael Atlee
115.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd October 2013  These had been circulated and approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
116.
Matters arising from the Minutes of  2nd October 2013 meeting:  Nothing noted
117.  
Public Participation  None noted
118.
Finance 
The Clerk reported that she had received notification of the approximate timetable for setting the precept for 201/15 and the date for submission will be 31st January 2014.  She will prepare a draft budget for discussion at the meeting to be held on 18th December 2013.

    The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 2nd October 2013:-
Cheques Issued






Air Ambulance donation





100.00
Grit Bin



    


109.80
Community Skip





240.00



  





 449.80
Cheques to be authorised (October invoices)
R Arnold (website)




     
    8.38
EALC (Council reference book)





  24.50


A&J Lighting





104.52


Clerk’s Salary





293.84


    




             431.24
EON Direct Debit September




                                      42.77






           

                                                          

Total Payments

        


   
                        923.81
Lloyds current account balance at last meeting

      £21,914.13
Less total payments




         ( £923.81)






      £20,990.32
The cheques listed above were authorised for payment.
The Clerk also reported the following forthcoming expenses:

renewal of Parish Online Subscription due 14th November ( £24 )  and

purchase of new defibrillator pads (£102.83).  

These payments were also authorised.

119.
Correspondence A letter of thanks had been received from Essex Air Ambulance for the £100 donation. 
120.  The PC had received a copy of a letter sent by a resident to the Saffron Walden Royal Mail Sorting Office complaining about litter in the form of elastic bands dropped along paths and roads by Post personnel.   It was agreed that the Clerk would also write to the Postmaster on this subject and put a copy in The Link. 

121.  Clarification had been sought from Peter Snow/Linda Bunting, UDC regarding opt out of the Edited Register on the latest Electoral Registration Forms.  The Clerk will follow up to hopefully get an answer in time for an article to be put in the next issue of The Link and will also circulate the response via the Village Circulation List. 
122.  The owner of the Parish Rooms had contacted the PC saying he is not happy that the building has been listed as an Asset of Community Value and would like to know the procedure for removing it from the list.  AP had advised him to contact Andrew Taylor.  It was agreed that further discussion would take place if the PC is contacted again on this matter.  
123.  Update on Forums/Presentations  The Clerk had circulated the notes from the JPCSG meeting held on 31st October (no one was able to attend due to the short notice).
TJ advised that he will attend the CIF Judging Panel on 28th November 2013 and CP noted that he will attend the AGM of Uttlesford CAB on 19th November 2013.
124.
Grass Triangle (School/Pub)  AP reported that he had spoken to Becky Martin, one of the school Governors, regarding the possibility of the school using the triangle as a planting area in order to preserve the soft verge.  She is in favour of this but will speak to the Headmistress as there is some concern over the children working on an area close to the road.
125.
Parking/Speed Limit (Green Road)   AP noted that the School is in favour of reducing the speed limit and a letter is being sent to parents (including those in Farnham) to encourage them to support a campaign.  AP will carry out a door to door survey in Green Road in the next couple of weeks.
126.
Village Sign The insurance company has authorised the repair of the sign but there will be a £125 excess.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact the driver involved in the accident to seek reimbursement of the uninsured loss. 

127.
Village Map  AP reported that BC has this as “work in progress”.
128. Village Plan   AP noted that he had spoken to Annette Chapman who had advised that the Environment Section has been completed.  CP and RA confirmed that the Traffic, Communications and Local Planning Sections have also been submitted for editorial refinement.  
129. VAS AP noted that he has not received any feedback from Chris Stoneham and is now preparing to submit a complaint to Essex Highways at a more senior level. 
130.
Grit Bin  The Clerk had circulated guidance notes from AON insurance company regarding the use of salt/grit.  The contents were noted but it was stressed that the PC only supplies the grit and does not take responsibility for distributing it. 
131. Allotments  AP had spoken to Annette Chapman who had confirmed that the numbers given from the Village Plan Survey in respect of those interested in allotments represented the number of individuals, not households.  Further research into the actual need will be undertaken.  
132. Rickling Pond Strutt & Parker had notified the PC that there is an old pond between Rickling Church and Church End Farmhouse which has long since dried out and become overgrown.  They are proposing to authorise work to be done to look at the possibility of taking out some of the scrub/bracken and digging out the pond itself.   
133. Quendon Wood  AP had requested a meeting but Strutt & Parker had said there was nothing to discuss as there is no right of way through the Wood.  It was suggested that a further letter should be sent to them (with a copy to The Sheikh) advising that the next course of action by the PC will be to apply to Essex County Council.  AP and NA will draft a suitable letter  
134. 
Footpaths  No new issues to report
135.  Highways  AP noted that the properties adjacent to the wall at Thistley Crescent are District Council owned.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to UDC advising them of the state of the wall and requesting its repair.  

It was also agreed that the Clerk should write to Highways (or request the Rangers) for the clearing of overhanging vegetation along the footpath near Quendon Cottage.  

136. Boundary Maintenance The Clerk had circulated a draft letter asking residents to cut back overhanging vegetation from their properties.  It was agreed that this letter should be sent to the owner of 2 Rickling House Cottages.
137.
Broadband The Clerk had received the pre-paid survey cards and these were passed to RA for distribution to residents with the next issue of The Link.
138. Future Meeting Dates:  The Clerk will send out potential dates for meetings to be held in 2014. 
139.
Planning
AP had spoken to both Joe Rich and Becky Martin concerning the gift of land at Foxley.  There is concern over the fencing around the area but this is something to be negotiated between the potential new owners of the land (either the Diocese or the County Council) and Joe Rich.  It was noted that a condition of approval by the Planning Committee is that no building will take place until the land is transferred.
It was noted that a Housing Needs Survey had been sent to residents by RCCE

a)   Applications:
NONE
b)  Decisions: 

UTT/13/2065/FUL Land Opposite The Old Kings Head, Cambridge Road

Erection of two dwellings  -  APPLICATION WITHDRAWN
c)  Trees:
UTT/13/2986/TCA The Priory – Remove no. 4 Leylandii
d) UDC Councillors Monthly Report of Alleged Breach of Planning Control:

None noted
140.
Agenda Items to be included at Next Meeting Wednesday, 18th December 2013:
MA to attend RGA Meeting and report
The meeting concluded at 8.50 p.m.
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