MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

 HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th October 2011



PRESENT:




Alan Price (Chairman)



Nigel Ackerman



Robert Arnold



Michael Atlee



Brandon Chapman



Tony Jones



Chris Phillips



Sue Phillips (Parish Clerk)



Cllr. Peter Wilcock



7 Members of the Public


Mr. Francis Maude, Donald Insall Associates
50.
Apologies  None received 
51.
Minutes of the Meeting of 31st August 2011 These had been circulated and approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record
52. 
Declaration of Interest  CP advised that as the property referred to in item 24c(i) on the Agenda is adjacent to his, he would not vote on any decision taken.
53. 
Public Participation  None
54.
Finance 
The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 31st August 2011:-

Cheques to be paid

Clerk’s Salary





290.93

A & J Lighting





  37.14

S Phillips - Fountain Celebration Expenses



  32.70

Tusk – Fountain Plaque





150.00

C M Phillips – Expenses Broadband Conference

            24.00 



    




             534.77
EON Direct Debit  


    
                                              84.98

  





           


                                                          

Total Payments





    
             619.75

        


   
                      

Lloyds current account balance at last meeting

   £8,225.56

2nd Half Precept





   £6,250.00







 £14,475.56

Halifax savings account balance at 31.03.11

=           £4,447.03







         
 £18,922.59

Less total payments





        619.75
Total funds available





 £18,302.84

The Meeting authorised the issue of the cheques referred to above.
The Clerk also reported that the 2010/11 Audit had been approved and the notice advising of the right to inspect the accounts was being displayed on the notice boards.  The demand for the audit fee of £162 is expected to be received in the near future.

55       Correspondence  A request from Essex Air Ambulance for donations had been received.   TJ proposed a donation of £100 and this was agreed.
56.
Code of Conduct  AP advised that he and the Clerk would be attending a meeting to be held at UDC on 22nd November 2011 and therefore discussion on the adoption of a voluntary Code of Conduct should be deferred until after that meeting.
57.  
Training – Funding EALC are holding a training day on 10th November 2011 focused on writing bids/applications for funding.  It was agreed that at least one Councillor should attend.
58.
Review of Polling Districts The 4 year review of polling districts is being carried out and details had been circulated to all Councillors.  Acknowledgement of the PC’s  response to the review stating that the PC is willing to support the Village Hall Committee’s effort to effect improvements to the hall, and noting that there is no fixed telephone apparatus and mobile reception in the hall is unreliable, had been received.  

59.
New Homes Bonus Payment  The Clerk had been advised that the sum of £6,095 has been allocated to Quendon & Rickling PC as a New Homes Bonus for the development of housing in the Parish during the period October 2005 to October 2010.  The payment must be claimed by 31st December 2011 and should be used for projects and schemes that provide visible and tangible benefits to the community.  The PC should consult with the community on the use of funds and the Clerk should send an e-mail setting out details of the consultation and the proposed use of funds to UDC.
The Clerk reported that she had telephoned Mr. Stephen Joyce of UDC who had confirmed that a defibrillator/street lighting/VAS would all be suitable projects and evidence of  consultation would be the inclusion of the subject on the Agenda at PC meetings.  Findings from the survey conducted in the village hall for the village could also be cited.  It was agreed that this would also be mentioned in the next issue of The Link.

The subject will be put on the Agenda for the next meeting in order that a decision for the proposed use of funds can be taken to ensure that the application can be made before 31st December 2011.

60.
Defibrillator  CP advised that he had contacted The Big Society Fund and completed a declaration of interest.  It was agreed that he could include a declaration that the PC will contribute £1,000 to the project if funding is secured.
61.
Grass Triangle Rickling Green   AP advised that he had tried to carry out an on-line search to establish ownership of the triangle but had been unsuccessful.  NA said from the documents he has, it is apparent that the land does not belong to either the church or the Estate.  He also said that he felt it unlikely a search at the Land Registry would show ownership but he will, for the record, request one.
MA advised that it had been confirmed that Mrs Bevan owns the triangle of land between  the school/the pub/Foxley House and she had given permission for the school to erect a no parking sign in the area.
62.
Highways Issues (PPV) BC asked who is responsible for the footpaths which are overgrown at the back of the Vicarage and along Manuden Road before the kennels.  NA said he would put this on his list for matters to be raised with the Estate.
It was noted that the Clerk should follow up with Highways Dept. regarding the blocked pavement outside Quendon Cottage.  The matter had been reported and an automated acknowledgement e-mail  had been received but it is apparent that no action has been taken. 

63.
Parking in Rickling Green Road   The Clerk had followed up the enquiry with Essex Highways and had been informed that interviews for the appointment of a new team for dealing with parking issues will be held shortly and we will be advised when this is in place.   
64.
Affordable Housing AP said he had been in contact with ERH and had been advised that the results of consultation are being considered by ERH and it is hopeful that the proposals will go ahead.
65.
Village Plan  A meeting had taken place on 26th September 2011 and was attended by Michelle from RCCE.  A further meeting is arranged for 20th October 2011, after which the team should be in a position to work out a questionnaire to be sent out to residents in the new year.
66.
Emergency Plan  TJ advised that he is now re-vamping the plan to fit into the template sent out by UDC in July.  Once complete, it should be published on the village website.
67.
Broadband  BC advised that he has nothing to report but will endeavour to establish who has taken up Buzcom.
68.
CAA Consultation: UK Future Airspace Strategy  BC advised that the meeting for 1st November 2011 has been confirmed and the venue should be able to take up to 150 people.  Letters have been sent out to the neighbouring parishes and interested parties.  Responses are coming in, attendance has been limited to 2 per organisation.   
69.  
Street Lighting  A&J Lighting to ascertain which of the street lights are in most need of replacing and it would then be decided how to proceed.  It was noted that outside funding/grants are unlikely to be available this financial year.

70.
Corn Dryer  It was noted that the dryer had been noisy during the weekend prior to the meeting.  AP, TJ and BC had attended the recent noise evaluation survey carried out at the site and had found this useful.  The discussions with Strutt & Parker had been positive and they said they will be taking measures to reduce the noise for the workers at the farm which may reduce noise levels generally.  They were also looking at re-placing and/or adding further bales to reduce the noise.  It was noted, however, that overall the noise assessment showed that the noise levels in Rickling were well within legal limits.  A letter had been sent to Strutt & Parker thanking them for the dialogue and noting that we await the implementation of the proposed solutions.
71.  
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee  AP advised that he had spoken to Parklands regarding the possibility of holding an event there but they are fully booked.  MA said he had made further enquires for a marquee on the Green but they are too expensive.  He said he would be meeting with the owners of the Cricketers to discuss what plans they have for the celebration.
72.
M11 Access  AP said that he was in the process of drafting a letter to be sent to neighbouring parishes to ascertain their interest in lobbying for an additional motorway exit and he would ask RA to look at the draft before sending it.  It was noted that this matter has already been discussed in Newport.  Cllr. Peter Wilcock advised that the purpose of the M11 was to carry traffic from London to Cambridge and was it not meant for local access.  Furthermore, he also advised that to open a junction could bring developers to the area as this would immediately provide the necessary road links for a new estate.  In the light of this information AP said the matter would need to re-addressed. 
73.
Planning

a)  Communication had been received from Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council seeking support for its proposal to lobby for new planning guidance to be given to major developers.  This document had been circulated to the Councillors and it was agreed that the Clerk should send an e-mail supporting the proposal. 
b)  Outline Proposal for Land to East of Foxley House
The Clerk had received an e-mail attaching a letter from Mr Francis Maude of Donald Insall Associates advising that he had been appointed to look at options for the development of land to the east of Foxley House.  This document had been circulated to all Councillors.

Mr. Francis Maude addressed the meeting and circulated two copies of the proposal documents and pinned a copy of the proposed plan of the area on the wall.  He said that the development was to be a split between affordable and market homes and said UDC assessment of the land shows that it is suitable for between 27 – 45 properties.  In preparing the plans Mr. Maude had looked at not only the Essex Design Guide, but  existing houses in the area, and had consulted Ordanance Survey maps.  He noted that the proposal document he handed out gave photographs of various properties he had considered.  He said development would meet the guidelines of 40% affordable housing and the proposal is for 12 affordable homes out of a total of 32 units, thus giving 20 market homes.  The intention is to use local materials with a mixture of brick, rendering, tiles and weatherboarding reflecting the mix of properties already in the area.

AP responded citing the letter the PC had sent to UDC in 2009 stating that of the 6 areas referred to in the SHLAA, the PC felt only the site at Coney Acre was feasible.  Mr. Maude said the UDC brief is now that the Foxely House site is viable, subject to an environmental survey.  He went on to say that the Rich family are aware of the long legacy of interest in the site and would like to see development appropriate to the area and had therefore chosen Donald Insall who they believe have the experience and ability to develop sensitive sites to enrich the environment.

Cllr. Wilcock advised that the current situation is that UDC does not have sufficient land supply for development and appeals against development are being lost. A working group has been established advising officers as to which sites should be put forward for development.  SHLAA should be the starting point but the working group will encourage landowners to put plans forward.  He went on to say that whatever the PC feels about the proposal there is a need to engage with the developer.
Discussion ensued with concern being raised over highways issues such as access and car parking arrangements.  It was also noted that opinion is that the parish does not need 32 houses and the original assessment showed that there is only a need for 8 new affordable homes in the village.  Cllr. Wilcock reiterated the point that the PC needs to engage with the developer as UDC clearly wishes to supply more houses.   The point was then raised that in many areas  where permission has been granted for large developments, the developers have stopped building.

AP said the PC needs time to study and consider the proposal.  Another Councillor agreed the PC should engage in discussions but needs to understand what can be achieved for the village and the concerns need to be addressed.

The question of timescale was raised and Mr. Maude said the environmental survey will have to be carried out but it is the intention to put in outline plans as soon as this is available.

NA said the drainage in the village is antiquated and often there are problems, and this is something which needs to be addressed.  He also mentioned the size of the local school and it was noted that this has a maximum capacity of 105 and there are currently 102 pupils.
CP asked what would be the nature of the affordable housing and was informed that these houses would be put under a social housing landlord.
The PC agreed to look at the proposals and AP advised he would be in contact with Mr. Maude.

c)  Applications

i)  UTT1811/1811/FUL The Lilacs, Cambridge Road, Quendon

Proposed two storey extension/proposed replacement garage/internal alterations
It was noted that the PC had received a letter from Mr. & Mrs.Tissot, residents of the adjacent property, raising certain objections to the application.  The applicant explained that she would be happy to use obscure glass in the north window.  She also said her architect was of the opinion that the replacement garage would not block any daylight for the adjacent property.  

The PC agreed that a letter would be sent to the Planning Department stating that there would be no objection to the application, subject to due consideration being given to Mr. & Mrs. Tissot’s comments.

d)  Decisions

i)  UTT/1379/11/FUL 3 Red Brick Cottages Single Storey Rear Extension


Conditional Approval


ii) UTT/1355/11/FUL Quendon Hall Drainage


Conditional Approval


iii) UTT/1615/11/TCA Hill Green Reduce Magnolia   


No objection
e) Trees
i) UTT/1889/11/TPO  The Norbury – 1 Horse Chestnut to pollard as previously
f)  UDC – Breach of Planning There was nothing to report
74.
Items for Next Meeting to be held on 9th November  2011:  Nothing  new requested
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.
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