MINUTES OF 

QUENDON & RICKLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY   18th December 2013


PRESENT:



Alan Price (Chairman)



Nigel Ackerman



Robert Arnold


Michael Atlee



Brandon Chapman





Tony Jones





Chris Phillips


Sue Phillips (Parish Clerk)


4 Members of the Public

141. 
Dispensations/Declaration of Interest  Mr. Robert Arnold had declared an interest in item no. 21 a i) on the Agenda and had written to the Clerk requesting a dispensation to engage in any discussion on the application concerned.  This was granted by unanimous vote.
142.
Apologies for Absence  Apologies had been received from Cllr. Jeremy Rose and Cllr. Joanna Parry.
143.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th November 2013  These had been circulated and approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
144.
Matters arising from the Minutes of  6th November 2013 meeting:  Nothing noted
145.  
Public Participation  None noted
146.
Finance 
The Clerk reported that she had been contacted by a firm of solicitors advising that they had been pursuing payment of the excess held from the insurance claim relating to the damage to the fountain in 2010, but had established the driver responsible has insufficient assets and the case is now closed.
    The Clerk reported the following outgoings since the meeting on 6th November 2013:-
Cheques Issued






Defib Shop (new pads) 





104.22
Get Mapping Membership



    

  24.00
Clerk’s Salary (November)





293.84



  





 422.06
Cheques to be authorised 
Hilbery Turf




     
 
168.00
EALC (Council reference book)





  54.99

EALC (Emergency Plan Workshop  T. Jones)

    
  45.00


CPRE Membership





  29.00

A&J Lighting Annual Contract 





660.96


Clerk’s Salary





293.84


    




          1,251.79
EON Payment November







   44.19


EON Payment December




                                      42.77

Total Payments

        


   
                      1,760.81
Lloyds current account balance at last meeting

      £20,990.32
Less total payments




      ( £1,760.81)






      £19,229.51
The cheques listed above were authorised for payment.
The Clerk had circulated a draft budget for the setting of the 2014/15 precept.  It was noted that a provision for training should be included.  After discussion it was generally felt that at this point reserves are adequate and that the current precept figure of £12,500 should be maintained.  The final decision will be ratified at the next meeting in January.  It was noted that if and when the land from the Foxley development is gifted to the Parish there will be a substantial requirement for funding for the playground.   
147.
Correspondence The Clerk had received a questionnaire on passenger Transport Liaison which AP will complete and return. 
148.  A request for a donation to the Phllippines Typhoon Appeal had been received but it was agreed that the Parish would not be willing to donate to this.
149.  Update on Forums/Presentations  BC advised that he will be attending the UDC Aviation Seminar in January, as well as the SSE meeting, if it goes ahead.
150.   CP reported that he had attended the CAB AGM and had circulated the notes together with other information which he hoped was useful. 
151. TJ advised that he attended the CIF Judging Panel on 28th November 2013 when a  total of £120k was distributed for community projects.  It was noted that this is often a source of funding for playground projects and the example of Chrishall was quoted, where a grant of £20k was awarded. 
152. Emergency Planning TJ is to attend an EALC Course and also a UDC workshop in the New Year to discuss community resilience to emergency situations such as power interruptions.

Following the recent power cuts, AP spoke to UK Power who explained that these were due to a series of unrelated problems.  They offered apologies and advised that they are confident supply will be more robust in the future.

153.
Grass Triangle (School/Pub)  AP reported that he had spoken to Becky Martin, one of the school Governors, who is in favour of  the school using the triangle as a planting area but she has not yet spoken to the Headmistress.  It was noted that there could be concern over the children working on an area close to the road.
After some discussion it was agreed that Mrs. Bevan should be consulted for her input on the maintenance of the triangle and the Green and BC agreed to approach her to set up a meeting to discuss it. 
154.
Parking/Speed Limit (Green Road)   AP had carried out a door to door survey in Green Road and all those who had answered were in favour of a reduction in the speed limit.  He had also received support from parents at the school who had been approached.  AP will collate the information and start the process for an official application.
CP advised that he had become aware of an organisation, Sustrans, which specialises in helping communities solve problems with speed limits, parking etc.  He has contacted them and is waiting to hear from the Area Manager  to discuss possibilities.  
155.
Village Sign The invoice for the replacement post has been received and the Clerk has sent this to the insurance company.  BC reported that the sign needs a new frame and is likely to be finished in the New Year.  BC suggested that once the sign is replaced and the claim settled, the Parish should write to the driver of the vehicle involved to suggest he makes a donation to the Parish for the trouble caused.  
156.
Village Map  BC said he had made initial enquiries and the project would likely cost around £1,500 per map for which a funding grant should be sought.  
157. Village Plan  MA said there is nothing further to report at this stage but there should be another meeting of the Steering group in the New Year.  
158. VAS AP reported that he had spoken to Cllr. Ray Gooding and Chris Stoneham to establish the procedure for submitting a formal complaint.  This had prompted a response from Highways but, after such a long delay, the overall cost of the VAS has now risen to c£8k (from £6k).  The only explanation for the increase is that ECC is now using new suppliers.  It was felt that the delay is no fault of the Parish Council and therefore some compensation should be sought.  AP said he will certainly be pursuing this but is not sure whether this will be achieved.
The question was raised as to what impact the current VAS at the southern end of the village has on drivers’ speed.  AP reported that from the recent traffic survey (which was carried out when the VAS was working) it appeared that there was little difference in the speed of drivers coming from the south, passing the VAS, and those coming from the north.

It was agreed that if the final cost remains at £8k (instead of the original £6k) the Parish Council will not proceed with the project at this stage. 
159. Allotments  AP said he will speak to Annette Chapman to ascertain the number of households who had indicated in the Village Plan Survey that they would like more allotments.  
160. Quendon Wood  NA said he and AP are drafting a letter to send to Pegasi.  He noted it is difficult to know whether the letter will reach the senior level required or be handed back to Strutt & Parker but they are looking at how best to address the letter.  It was noted that a copy of the letter could be sent to the appropriate Embassy to directly notify the owner of the Estate.   
161. 
Footpaths  BC said he had walked around the Parish and was appalled at the state of some of the footpaths to the west of the village which had been cut up by machinery.  NA said this has been an on-going problem with the landowners.
NA also reported that he was aware of a fallen tree on footpath 20 and would report this to Strutt & Parker.

162.  Highways  
The Clerk had circulated an update of the latest position regarding defects/problems reported to Essex Highways.  Some of these, including the failure of the VAS, have been outstanding since August.  

It was noted that a response is now awaited from UDC regarding the wall at Thistley Crescent which is in a state of disrepair and is believed to be the responsibility of UDC.  

The Clerk confirmed she had sent a letter to the owners of 2 Rickling Cottages requesting  clearance of overhanging vegetation but no action had been taken.  AP said he will call at the property to discuss the matter.  

163.
Planning
AP suggested that the Parish Council draw up a Policy Document to deal with planning applications.  The idea was rejected at this stage but it was agreed that RA and MA (the Parish Planning sub Committee) will write the reasons for their decision on the application cover sheets.

a)   Applications:
i)   UTT/13/3026/FUL  -  Land adjacent to Mill House Cottages, Cambridge Road

Erection of new dwelling

AP summarised the e-mail correspondence which had taken place prior to the meeting and said he had looked at the comments of various local residents which had been posted on the UDC site.  

The architect for the proposed dwelling was present at the meeting and gave an overview of the history of the site.  A resident from a neighbouring property was also present and gave her views.

After some discussion a vote was taken and, by a majority of 4 to 3, it was agreed that the Clerk should respond to the Planning Department (with a copy to Clive Theobald) advising that the Parish would like to object to the application for the following reasons:
1. The proposed house is too large for the small plot and would have an excessively dominating appearance

2. The house would have an oppressive effect on its immediate neighbours

ii)  UTT/13/2785/FUL  -  Rose Cottage, Rickling Green

Erection of dwelling (renewal of application UTT/0880/11/FUL) – NO OBJECTION
iii) UTT/13/3102/HHF  -   3 Red Brick Cottages, Cambridge Road

Single storey rear extension – NO OBJECTION
iv) UTT/13/3015/FUL  -   Land at Woodmans Cottage, Cambridge Road
Demolition of existing garage and erection of dwelling and creation of access – NO OBJECTION
b)   Decisions NONE

c)  Trees:
UTT/13/3225/TCA -  Rose Cottage, Rickling – Crown Lift no. 1 Copper Beech
d) UDC Councillors Monthly Report of Alleged Breach of Planning Control:

None noted
164. Future Meeting Dates:  The Clerk had sent out a list of dates for meetings to be held in 2014 which the Councillors had noted. 

165.
Agenda Items to be included at Next Meeting Wednesday, 15th January 2014:
Donation for local churches
Postal Services

The meeting concluded at 9.40 p.m.
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